Sample Outline

Drafting the 5 paragraph Essay
Topic:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Purpose:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction
· Create interest in topic (hook)
· Include title of essay and author’s full name
· Summarize main argument
· Provide back ground information
· Give context of discussion
· Identify your main idea (thesis)
Body Paragraphs
· Transitions
· Topic sentences
· Support thesis
· Evidence
· Sparing use of quotations (Introduce, Integrate, Explain)
· Demonstrate Critical Thinking and Understanding of text
· Provide appropriate academic discussion and argumentation
Conclusions

· Summarize essay’s main points without repeating
· Expand your discussion
· Explain significance of your essay
· Re-invoke image from introduction
· Relate topic to contemporary issue
· Leave a lasting impression
REVISE, REWRITE, and REVIEW ASSIGNMENT specifications

Global Revisions
-ensure your essay relates to assigned topic

-review organization and structure

-move/eliminate paragraphs or sections of essay
Local Revisions
-Avoid “deadly sins” of college writing 

-sentence clarity/variety

-parallelism

-concision
*Note this document includes links to online resources*
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