Elements of a textual analysis

Your textual analysis should be a fully developed argumentative with a clear thesis, an introduction, several body paragraphs, and a conclusion. 

• A clear introduction to the article: Be sure that you clearly state the author’s name and the article title within the first paragraph of your textual analysis.

• A brief summary of the article: Early in your textual analysis, you should include a very brief summary of the article and any background information that the reader might need to understand the topic. Keep the summary short without sacrificing clarity.

• A discussion of the article’s audience and purpose: Whom is the author trying to reach? What information is the author trying to convey to those readers?

• An evaluation based on relevant criteria: You must present your own thesis (separate from the author’s thesis) regarding the success of the article. Clearly state your overall judgment of the article’s effectiveness and note the specific criteria that you have used in making that judgment (for example, validity, quality of research, and attention to important counterarguments).  To be sure that your criteria are relevant, keep in mind the author’s purpose; different audiences have different expectations. For example, it would be unfair to fault the author for using too many technical terms if specialists in the field or even undergraduates in that major are the intended audience. In a case like that, it would be better to simply make a point about the article’s value as a research source for undergraduates without relevant scholarly background. You could note that the article uses jargon or assumes background knowledge and recommend that the undergraduate researcher keep a dictionary handy.

• References and details to support the evaluation: Assume that your readers do not have the article in front of them or that they have not read it. You need to provide them with specific evidence (in the form of quotations or paraphrases) to support your conclusions. You also need to explain specifically how this evidence supports your judgment; do not assume that the connection is clear. When you quote or paraphrase from the text, include page numbers in parentheses. See your handbook for models.

• Conclusion: Offer a fully developed claim about the overall validity of the article. You may remind readers of both good and bad points of the writing. It may be useful to discuss your views concerning the effectiveness of this source for different audiences.

