	Applet Features Overview 

	Simple, Consistent Design: All applets contain a simple design scheme that avoids distraction while taking advantage of color and spatial organization to make connections. The Modeling Distance, Rate, and Time Problems applet is a good example of this. It includes the same basic design scheme as all of the other applets, while logically arranging a large amount of information.  Color is used effectively in this applet to make connections between multiple representations of scenarios. 


	


	Help Features: Many of the applets include a help section which provides assistance with how to use the applet and (in some cases) information on the corresponding math topic. The help sections in the Equation Balance and Box and Whiskers Plot applets are particularly good examples of this.
	


	Limitless Practice: Whenever possible, problems are generated randomly to provide a limitless amount of practice. The Interactive Number Line applet is an example of a random practice generator embedded within a tool for modeling the sample problems, providing hundreds of possible practice problems. 
	


	Self Assessment: Self assessment is provided in nearly all of the applets through built in feedback that is, in some cases, highly customized.  The Points & The Coordinate Plane and the Graphing Linear Equations applets provide excellent examples of customized feedback that provides self-assessment while checking for mastery (students must complete a certain number of problems successfully in order to move on). 


	


	Accompanying Activities: The success of an applet ultimately depends on how the teacher guides its use. As such, all applets include sample study guides. The study guide accompanying the Exploring Similar Figures Applet shows how a well made activity can promote exploration and understanding from a relatively simple applet. The Interactive Box and Whiskers Plot activity provides an excellent example of how an activity can focus learning on a certain aspect of an applet, in this case comparing and contrasting the median and mean. 


	



