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ENC 1102 

Course Description

ENC 1102 focuses on the essential stylistics of writing clearly and efficiently within the framework of argumentative research writing. Students in ENC 1102 will learn how to formulate a coherent thesis and defend it logically with evidence drawn from research in their various fields. They will also learn how to work through the stages of planning, research, organizing, and revising their writing.

ENC 1102 introduces students to techniques and forms of argument in a broad range of disciplines, including the humanities, social sciences, business, and natural sciences. This course encourages students to investigate the relationship between writing and knowledge, and to discover how writing can create, rather than merely transmit, knowledge. Class lectures and discussions will reveal the complementary relationship between writing and research and demonstrate how persuasive techniques and genres vary from discipline to discipline. Students will learn how writing effectively and correctly in their fields will help to integrate them as professionals into their “knowledge communities.”

Course  “Map”

In ENC 1102, we’ll cover the essential elements of writing clearly and persuasively. We’ll spend roughly the first third of the term focusing on persuasive writing principles, and then build incrementally towards a full research paper, from writing a summary, to an annotated bibliography, which will expand into a literature review, and then a full-scale research paper. Along the way, students will learn efficient library research techniques, correct documentation styles, and ways to avoid plagiarism. While the course does emphasize academic research and writing skills, assignments and discussions in ENC 1102 are designed to demonstrate to students that writing classes do not exist in a vacuum and that writing is not solely an academic enterprise. The critical thinking skills and efficient writing habits learned in this class will help to ensure student success both at college and in their future careers. 

Required Texts

1) Argument and Persuasion - Custom package (contains Howard Tinberg’s Writing with Consequence: What Writing Does in the Disciplines [New York: Longman, 2003] and selections from Behrens and Rosen’s Writing and Reading Across the Curriculum [New York: Longman, 2003])

2) Joseph M. Williams, Style: The Basics of Clarity and Grace. New York: Longman, 2003. 

3) Lester Faigley, The Brief Penguin Handbook. New York: Pearson Education, 2003.

Nota Bene

Students are expected to check their class e-mail and website regularly. Internet services are available all over campus: e.g. AFA Library, Marston Science Library, CIRCA, Architecture Lab (24 hours), etc.
Quizzes (based on the lecture material and reading) are frequent and unannounced. Make-ups are given only for extreme circumstances. 

Late assignments are accepted for half credit.

