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n the dying years of the British mandate in

Palestine, a nascent Arab sports culture
had emerged, based on a network of urban
clubs and a new Arab-language press cover-
ing sports and infusing them with a national-
ist politics. The Nakba of 1948 was so com-
prehensive in clearing the Palestinian elites
from the urban areas that the small Arab com-
munities left behind in the new Israeli state,
to this day, have no knowledge or record of
their predecessors. This is just one of the
many small but perceptive observations in
Tamir Sorek’s acute and poignant survey of
Arab football in Israel.

Having wiped Arabic football out, the
Israelis began to rebuild it in the 1950s and
60s. Under the military occupation and rule
of Arabic towns that lasted until 1966, the
Histadrut and other Zionist organizations
were allowed to establish football clubs as a
form of social service, and as an experiment
in social integration. Those clubs and the
many others formed since have proved to be
phenomenally popular.

Arab Israel has taken to football as perhaps
the one arena of Israeli public life where the
massive weight of inequalities, exclusion and
repression is modulated. With huge support
from Arab local government and spectators,
Arab teams have climbed into the top divi-
sions, and have consistently fielded multi-
ethnic sides. Palestinian identities and insig-
nia are played down or absent. Local identi-
ties are emphasized, even Israeli identities —
crowds will usually chant in Hebrew. Arab
players have starred with the Israeli national
team and Arab fans have even joined the
ranks of teams like Maccabi Haifa. However
there are limits, even here, to Israel’s capa-
city to treat its Arab citizens as equals.

Racism and abuse from the stands are wide-
spread, concentrated on the notorious team of
the political Right — Beitar Jerusalem. Arab
players with the national team stand for the
national anthem, the “Hatikva”, but unsurpris-
ingly cannot bring themselves to sing a song
that so narrowly equates citizenship and Jew-
ishness. The Islamist movement in Arab
Israel has gone down the route of separation
instead. After much convoluted theological
reasoning their leaders have decided to sup-
port an entirely independent Islamic football
league. This remains a minor force in Arab
football in Israel, but Sorek wonders how
much longer Israel will persist with a strategy
of integration in an cnvironment increasingly
inimical to it.
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meery-'!‘wo Days is the account (first
published in 1934) of a journey Evelyn
Waugh undertook in December 1932 in the
interior of British Guiana, now the republic
of Guyana, with a foray across the border
into Brazil. Waugh chose this destination, he
tells us, “because I knew so little about it”.
The timing was significant: his marriage had
recently broken down following his discov-
ery that he had been betrayed. As the Guy-
anese novelist Pauline Melville writes in an
informative alterword to this attractive edi-
tion, “Humiliation drove Waugh to seek sol-
ace in what he describes as the ‘most far-
flung and wild region of the British
Empire’. The writer was also, she suggests,
after new material, some of which would
find its way into the later pages of that anat-
omy of betrayal, A Handfil of Dust. Travel
was undertaken mostly on horseback (Waugh
was an accomplished horseman who knew
how to saddle and bridle his mounts) or
on foot, with the occasional switch to river
transport.

Waugh’s descriptions of the local popula-
tion are very much of their time: “They were
all unattractive, squat and dingy, with none
of the grace one expects in savages™; an
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