University of Florida, Spring 2010

Israeli Society – Secularism, Religion, and Nation

Professor: Tamir Sorek

Time: Tuesdays 10:40 – 11:30, Thursdays, 10:40 – 12:35,

Place: Fine Arts C 0127

Office hours: 3356 Turlington Hall; Tuesday 3:00-4:00 and Thursday, 4:00-5:00 or by appointment. 

E-mail: tsorek@ufl.edu
Description

Israeli society provides an interesting paradox concerning the relationship between religion and collective identity. While secular leaders and parties were dominant in the early development of the Zionist movement and secular Jews fill the ranks of contemporary Israel’s political, economic, judicial, military, and cultural elites, the Jewish religion has had a dominant role in defining the boundaries of collective identity, and a significant role in Israel’s politics. This course introduces students to major themes and dynamics of contemporary Israeli society through the prism of this paradox and its implications on diverse social arenas. Some of the major themes that will be discussed are: What could explain this seeming inconsistency? How have the dominant articulations of Israel’s collective identity changed over the years, and why? How does the secular-religious divide in Israel interact with other divides in Israeli society, including the Arab-Jewish cleavage and intra-Jewish ethnic divides? How has the Israeli-Palestinian conflict influenced and been influenced by the place of religion in Zionism and the secular-religious tension in Israeli society? The course does not require any previous knowledge of Israel.

Reading

The course’s reading assignments are based mainly on the following required items: 

1. Kimmerling, Baruch. 2001. The Invention and Decline of Israeliness: Society, Cultures, and Military in the Israeli State, Berkeley, Los Angeles and London: University of California University Press, 2001. 

2. Course list on e-reserve.

Grading



1. Participation in the website forum and in class

            15 %



2. Reading reports






25 %

     
            4. Midterm exam      


                                                20 %



5. Final exam
  






40 %

Assignments:

Class participation and web discussion (15%): Attendance in this class is mandatory but is not enough. You are expected to take an active part in both class and web discussions. For each student, the grade will be based on the mode of participation in which s/he is more active among the two.  In other words, if you are too timid to talk in class, you have the opportunity to substitute it with active contribution to discussions on the course website. 

Weekly on-line reading reports (20%): Students are expected to post a short but thoughtful commentary (250-300 words). A commentary is not a summary. It can be any of the following (or a combination of them): criticism of the article/chapter, pointing out how a specific article refers to other items or lectures in the course, an idea that came to mind while reading the item, a reaction to a classmate's argument about the item, or a reference to subjects of discussions proposed in class. You are expected to comment on the relevant reading of each week before Thursday at 10:30 am. While grading your reports, late comments will not be counted. The aim of this assignment is to verify that students read the relevant materials on time. If it is found to be ineffective it will be replaced by weekly multiple choice quizzes.

Take home (24 hours) mid term exam on 2/25-26 (20%)

Final exam (40%): The final exam will be taken on the last day of class (4/20). A recommended way to make sure you are ready for the exam is to: 1) Consistently prepare a summary of approximately one page length for each of the reading items throughout the semester. 2) Verify that you understand the main arguments and concepts of each reading items and lectures.  

Plagiarism

Using others' ideas and words without clearly acknowledging the source of that information is considered plagiarism and is a serious violation of the honor code of the University of Florida (please see http://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/honorcodes/honorcode.php for details). Submitting plagiarized work will automatically result in a failing grade in this course and will be reported to the relevant authorities in the university. In order to prevent plagiarism, papers submitted in this class, including your reading reports and movie reviews, will be checked by the Turn-it-in software. 

Office Hours

Each student is required to see the professor during office hours at least once before Spring Break. 

Class schedule and reading assignments

1/5–1/7:  Introduction

The Invention and Decline of Israeliness  Ch.1: The Mythological-Historical Origins of the Israeli State (16-55). 

1/12 – 1/14: Religion and Nationalism in Sociological theory

Asad, Talal. 1994."Religion, Nation State, Secularism." Pp. 178-196 in Nation and Religion: Perspective on Europe and Asia, edited by P. Van der Veer, and H. Lehmann. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

Smith, A. D. (2000). The "sacred" dimension of nationalism. Millennium, 29, 791-814

1/19 – 1/21:  The Dialectic of Redemption and Secularization in Zionism

Avineri, Shlomo. 1998."Zionism and the Religious Jewish Tradition: the Dialectic of Redemption and Secularization." Pp. 9-18 in: Zionist and Religion, edited by Shmuel Almog, Jehuda Reinharz and Anita Shapira. Hanover: University Press of New England. 

Scholem, Gershpm. 1997, "Thoughts About Our Language" in On the Possibility of Jewish Mysticism in our Time and Other Essays, ed. A. Shapira, Jewish Publication Society, Philadelphia, PA, pp. 27-29

1/26 – 1/28: Israeli “Civil Religion “

Liebman, C. and E. Don-Yehiye (1983). Civil Religion in Israel: Traditional Judaism and Political Culture in the Jewish State. Berkeley and Los Angeles, University of California Press.

(pp. 1-58)

The Invention and Decline of Israeliness:, Ch. 3 (89-111) The invention and decline of Israeliness) 

Movie: Slaves of Memory

2/2 – 2/4: The Religious Zionist Challenge

Aran, Gideon. 1986. ""From Religious Zionism to Zionist Religion: The Roots of Gush Emunim,"." Studies in Contemporary Jewry 2 116-143. 

The Invention and Decline of Israeliness, Ch. 6  (173-207; “The Cultural Code of Jewishness)

2/9 – 2/11 The limits of secular nationalism

Ram, Uri. 2008, "Why Secularism Fails? Secular Nationalism and Religious Revivalism in Israel", International Journal of Politics, Culture and Society, vol. 21, no. 1-4, pp. 57-73.

Sorek, Tamir., and A. Ceobanu . 2009. "Religiosity, National Identity, and Legitimacy: Israel as an Extreme Case." Sociology 43 (3):477-496. 

2/16 – 2/18: Secularism and the Mizrahi-Ashkenazi divide

 “Each in the name of this God”: p. 197-232, in: Segev, Tom. 1998. 1949: The First Israelis. New York: Henry Holt and Company

Peled, Yoav. 1998, "Towards a Redefinition of Jewish Nationalism in Israel? The Enigma of Shas", Ethnic and Racial Studies, vol. 21, no. 4, pp. 703-727. 

2/23- 2/25: Secularism and the Mizrahi-Ashkenazi divide - continue

Shenhav, Yehuda. 2007. "Modernity and the Hybridization of Nationalism and Religion: Zionism and the Jews of the Middle East as a Heuristic Case." Theory and Society 36 (1)1-30. 

“Mizrahim and Ashkenazim”, Ch. 5, pp. 107-127 in: Ben-Rafael, Eliezer and Yochanan Peres, 2005. Is Israel One? Religion, Nationalism, and Multiculturalism Confounded, Leiden and Boston: Brill. 

3/2 – 3/4: The newcomers of the 1990’s and the secular-religious cleavage

The Invention and Decline of Israeliness, pp. 136-163 

3/16 – 3/18 : Arabs in a Jewish State

Smooha, Sammy. 2004. "Arab-Jewish Relations in a Deeply Divided Society." Pp. 31-68 in

Israeli Identity in Transition, edited by A. Shapira. Westport, CT and London: Preager. (p)

Shavit, Ari, “Citizen Azmi”, Interview with Azmi Bishara, Ha’aretz 29.5.1998

* Movie: “Citizen Bishara”, Simone Bitton, 2001

3/23-3/25: Guest workers and the Jewish identity of the state

Kemp, Adriana and Rebeca Raijman. 2003. "Christian Zionists in the Holy Land: Evangelical Churches, Labor Migrants, and the Jewish State." Identities: Global Studies in Culture and Power 10(3) :295-318

* Movie: “Do they Catch Children Too?” Hedva Galili Smolinsky, 2003.

4/1 – 4/8:  A comparative perspective
Pollis, Adamantia, 2003. “Greece: A Problematic Secular State”, pp. 147-160 in: Willian Safran (ed.) The Secular and the Sacred: Nation, Religion and Politics
Rajagopalan, Swarna, 2003. : “Secularism in India: Accepted Principle, Contentious Interpretations”, pp. 128-142 in: Willian Safran (ed.) The Secular and the Sacred: Nation, Religion and Politics
Conclusion

4/13 –The invention and decline of Israeliness, pp. 229 -237

4/15 – Final exam



