This needs to be addressed ad nauseum to end all rumors. Here's the best job I can do to explain my switch to Untie now that you all know I have no ulterior motives for what I say. After this, can you please address any SG questions to my personal email address…public questions just stir up more controversy, and I want to be done with SG without leaving any loose ends:

First, lets allay the idea that I was promised anything. I’ve heard everywhere from Pro-Temp to VP (Siler resigning; Jared nominating me). I wasn’t. Believe it or don’t. My reasons are listed numerically.

1) John chose Weiss over me. I went into January wanting to just be on equal grounds with Weiss, feeling that I was more qualified for a run at PT and with equal footing I could win. Plus, in John’s shoes I felt this was the most equitable way to do things. Josh was put on Exec and I was not.

Most construe this situation as sour grapes (which I won’t argue against, unfortunately). However, in addition to that, it was wondering why I supported such a choice. Josh had only 1 semester in SG politics (candidate F05) while I had 5 (volunteer F03, house rep S04, candidate F04, Plaza area director S05, candidate F05). Campaign-experience-wise I trumped him…now please, please don’t go crazy and start yelling that Josh did a great job and hence deserved it - post hoc fallacy. Damn straight he did a great job, but I feel I would’ve done just as well AND I had waited my turn to prove so.

Plus, I put my neck out for John by hosting his 1st support meeting in October @ Phi Sig, and subsequently publicly supported him in October before FBK taps (a huge move for a non-powerful SG house like Phi Sig). That hurt me for FBK and I didn’t get tapped (F05 didn’t get tapped, S06 didn’t apply b/c I thought I wouldn’t get in, F06 didn’t apply b/c I don’t want my name associated with FBK). 

John and all Swamp big-wigs repeatedly told me I’d have a fair shot @ PT. Well, you don’t get much of a fair chance if your opposition was the guy running the candidate’s meetings…the guy they called “papa,” lol.

2) Not being allowed in the slating room. Utter bullshit…I don’t care if “that’s the way the system works.” If you didn’t want me in the room then don’t have me pretend to interview so many kids with big hopes and delusions of grandeur. 

3) Swamp did not slate my friend Justin. I would not have cared anywhere near as much if John hadn’t got the kid’s hopes up for so long. I had to call him and break his heart, with absolutely no sympathy from Swamp (only John showed me sympathy, to which I am grateful).

4) My ideas weren’t being heard. I hope everyone sees that I legitimately wanted to change campus in addition to my SBP ambitions. I had a TON of ideas, and still do, for a platform and subsequent administration. I wanted to do nothing but help Swamp bring its ideas out and prove its legitimacy. I hoped to end the idea that Greek means unqualified. However, about mid-January Swamp began to focus entirely on politics. Without being on exec – I couldn’t change that.

5) On the whole - I was treated as if I didn’t matter. For a 1st/2nd semester SGer yet to prove themselves in chambers, this would suck but be understandable (still not right). However, I had been around forever, and wasn’t even told about Swamp’s Party announcement. I found out afterward and pretended I knew and made up some excuse why I wasn’t there. I wasn’t important in their eyes (note: I do think John cared about me, but had way too much on his plate to show it).

…

All in 24 hours:

Now – at this point Adelle contacted me and asked why I was staying with the FBK party. I told her John, and even conceded that regardless – after this election I would likely switch over and support a party under which my ideas could be heard. Adelle begged me not to wait, and assured that I wouldn’t be getting PT either way (stay with Swamp = Weiss over me, go to Unite = loose Senate). Adelle and I are very astute in SG-world, and to think that either of us were naïve enough to believe Unite had a chance at winning the Senate is in itself naïve.

6) The next day I got shafted for area director…the last shred of hope for doing anything on the campaign other than volunteer. I also wasn’t contacted for debate-prep, since I wasn’t on exec or included in the party at any level.

7) I got a call from Marissa who confided in me that she had felt the same lack of respect and thought it stemmed from being in a “not important SG house” (AXO for her). I don’t entirely fault her logic (look at the makeup of Swamp exec – 1 AEPi, 1 Theta Chi, 1 SigEp, 1 DG, and the rest GDI). She had been covertly running Unite as Campaign Manager and had some crazy plan of a new breed to SG power (don’t laugh too hard @ this):

All likely future house leaders: Mofsen (AXO), me (Phi Sig), Prokes (ATO), Ellis (the ½ of Delt that supported Unite), Sully (Pi Kapp), Jake (Sigma Pi), Bacon (LXA), Kate (Phi Mu). All Unite. Mofsen wanted to oust the AEPi/Theta Chi/SigEp dominance that has been propagated for so long. She and I hated the fact that a person was viewed as more important entirely based on those letters, and we wanted to destroy that.

She convinced me to come into that circle and try to change the FBK power blocks.

8) Jared/Nikki showed me the list of promised positions from Swamp (not necessarily John…remember I loved the guy until after the election). It was obscene.

9) Jared promised me a fair shot @ PT by putting me immediately in charge of Volunteers. Remember that SG in addition to public service is a training ground for real politics. At that time, I thought I still wanted to be involved in politics, and helping to run a campaign is almost as vital as being elected into office.

10) I never regarded Jared above John, or vice versa (the result of Jeremy as my Jared-loving-mentor). I regarded Lydia above Siler, and Lola above Moseley (who I have mentioned has proven me so very wrong by being amazing). Senate slates looked about equal. Switching didn’t feel like I was supporting substandard qualifications and hence compromising my morals.

…

That night I called John and told him I wanted to switch to Unite. We talked about everything above for about 2 hours. 

11) He called back and offered me a spot on exec next to Weiss in exchange for supporting Swamp. I declined. My deteriorating trust in and support of John Boyles can be traced back to that moment. 

…

So it looked like by switching: 

a) I wouldn’t be hurting my house since Justin had already been screwed and no one else wanted anything; 

b) I wouldn’t be hurt since I wasn’t getting PT either way;

c) My ideas would be heard;

d) I would have an entire party without SBP competition a la Weiss/Mose/Mierley;

e) I might have the chance at redefining a power block in FBK;

f) I wasn’t compromising my morals with promised positions or supporting under-qualified candidates out of political convenience.

There were no reasons not to switch other than my personal loyalty to John. This became outweighed by the 11 reasons listed above. Hence, I switched parties. If I could go back and do it all again I would still switch, but in early January as soon as things started going downhill so I wouldn’t have hurt so many people by switching. Honestly – I believe my horrendous timing hurt more than did my actually switch.

…

To all those who hate the system and have ever fathomed switching – I will say that switching parties was the most difficult thing I’ve done in college. My life became hell and I was treated like dirt repeatedly by people who had just days before called me friend (and even one of my best friends…Laura). However, I regard nothing I’ve done in my life thus far with such honor. I stood up for what I believed in, and I fought the good fight for 6 long months despite how much it continued to tear away at me mentally, emotionally, academically, socially, and any other –ly you can imagine. I was proud of what I did, I still am, and no hollow rebukes from public debaters or anonymous bloggers can change that.

…

I hope this will finally answer the question as to why I switched parties clearly. Thank you, and again, if you have questions please email them to me privately.

