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Freedom plays a major role throughout the many stories of Ovid’s Metamorpheses, but is exceptionally potent in the story of Daedalus and Icarus. (VIII) Daedalus and Icarus are imprisoned on the “isle of Crete” with no way to get off the island besides take to the air with the help of clever inventions. (VIII, I) Daedalus is older and a lot wiser, his son, Icarus, is “blithely unaware / [that] he plays with his own peril” if he does not heed his fathers warnings. (VIII, 199-200) In this essay I will explore how experiencing freedom can overpower a character’s rational thinking and cause them to lose sight of their ultimate goal.


Ovid foreshadows the instability of the created wings by telling us that Icarus “softens with his thumb the yellow wax”. (VIII, 201) From personal experience, I know that applying pressure or friction to wax allows the substance to be more pliable, but Ovid’s use of the word “soften” instead of a term like molded, causes me to focus on the insecurity of this bond. (VIII, 201) The foreshadowing continues when Ovid states “The old man’s cheeks were wet, the father’s hands / Trembled”. (VIII, 216-217) This is extremely important because it leads me to believe that Daedalus knows the dangers of giving his son his own set of wings, basically allowing him to access the freedom of the air on his own. Since Icarus has been exiled on Crete, he does not know what it is like to roam free and will likely take full advantage of the freedom created with his newfound ability to fly. Ovid goes even further by telling us that Daedalus “kissed his son (the last kisses / He’d ever give)” which to me was an eminent sign of Icarus’ untimely death. (VIII, 217-218) 

By referring to Daedalus teaching his son how to fly as a “fatal apprenticeship”, Ovid is able to clearly foreshadow exactly what events will take place once the father and his son leave the safety of land.  (VIII, 223) This terminology, combined with the extended metaphor of a father bird teaching his fledgling to fly, shows truly how emancipating freedom can be and taking advantage of this freedom can be hazardous to ones health. (VIII 219-223) 


In conclusion, Ovid does an exceptional job at hinting at the perils of freedom, although many people may feel they are necessary. Being exiled on the island may have been a mundane lifestyle, but at least Daedalus was able to live with and raise his son. By inventing wings for themselves and taking flight, Daedalus lost not only his son but also his “apprentice” and was “now no father”. (VIII, 223; VIII, 242) I feel that Daedalus and Icarus ties directly with Uncle Ben Parker’s famous quote from Spiderman, “With great power, comes great responsibility” and Icarus was unable to handle the power and responsibility associated with the freedoms he wished to enjoy. 
