Response Paper Prompts for The Odyssey

1) How is childhood presented in The Odyssey?

2) How are women presented? There seems to be a clear distinction between the presentation of goddesses and the presentation of mortal women (wives, mothers) in this tale. Why do you think this is?

3) Is Odysseus as clever as the narrator(s) would have us believe? Remember to pull your evidence from the text itself.

4) How do the themes of grief and trauma come into play in The Odyssey? Does their presentation in this epic poem have any resonance (cultural or personal) today? 

5) What is the significance of storytelling in this poem?

6) On a related note, what is the significance of deception in this poem? 

7) What sequence have you found the most engaging so far? Examine this sequence, and then present an argument that explains what makes this sequence especially unique, significant or interesting.

8) What techniques are used for characterization in this text? Point out specific moments of characterization. Do any patterns emerge?

9) What do you make of the sacrificial rituals in this text? Do they enhance the story? If so, how?  

You can respond to one, more or none of these prompts for the paper that you turn in (electronically) on  Friday, January 14. If you choose to respond to two or more of these prompts, try to tie your answers together in some significant way. Our Wednesday class meeting will include a discussion of these responses, so please remember to take a look at them over the long weekend. 

