Response Paper Prompts for the Inferno

1) Discuss the presentation of the Pilgrim's body in the Inferno. In what ways does the character's physicality manifest itself? What does this say about the Pilgrim's relationship to the shades he encounters throughout Hell?

2) Examine the presentation of the material world in the Inferno. How do the minerals and elements relate to Dante's discussion of the soul?

3) Choose one of the 'four elements' and discuss its appearance in the poem so far.

4) Examine the presentation and significance of the cosmos in the poem. What is the relationship of the Inferno (and the Pilgrim's journey through it) to the heavenly sphere?

5) Discuss the structure of the Divine Comedy (the use of terza rima, the division of the poem into 100 cantos and three canticas, etc.) in relationship to the poem's content.

6) Examine the use of contrapasso in one scene of the Inferno.

7) Examine the use of mythological figures in one scene of the Inferno.

8) Choose a sequence that you find engaging. Examine this sequence, and then present an argument that explains what makes this sequence unique, significant or interesting.

You can respond to one, more or none of these prompts for the paper that you turn in (electronically) on  Friday, February 25. If you choose to respond to two or more of these prompts, try to tie your answers together in some meaningful way. Our Monday class meeting will include a discussion of these responses, so please remember to take a look at them over the weekend. 

