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Diana’s Role
One of the most interesting parts of this play is the two roles Diana plays over the two protagonists.  The first role is odd for her position as a goddess of virginity. She is a catalyst for love. By bringing the two “men” with her, sticking them in “close quarters” continually with each other with no possibility of leaving, facilitating their falling in love with each other. Furthermore, it allows them to discover that they are both not actually men, instead woman. Additionally, this role is pretty odd for Diana, the facilitator of love, since, as she sees it, she is bringing the most beautiful young men among her train of virgins. It’s a very odd, unexplained move for Diana to do, since she does not wish for any members of her train to forsake her and the hunt for love. 
Her second role is as a facilitator of marriage. In an odd twist of her viewpoints, Diana has to, strangely enough, allow two virgins to be married, and one of them be transformed into a man. The reasons behind it are awkward and yet show how truly Diana sticks to her beliefs. Neptune desires to harm all virgins, but especially the two protagonists, Gallathea and Philidia. To save the virgins from their fate she is required to release Cupid, the epitome of lust, to save all virgins. Thus does Lyly reveal Diana’s utter dedication to virginity and purity by requiring her to save it by releasing upon the world the one thing that really destroys it - love. 
