Michael R. Gonzalez
Katherine Shaeffer





Odysseus’s Manly Tears


One of the most interesting parts I found when reading The Odyssey is the seemingly inherent contradiction between the presentation of Odysseus in the tales, the man responsible for Troy’s final defeat and for gouging out Polyphemus’s eye, with the presentation of the man Odysseus in the story, who constantly breaks down into tears, seemingly at the drop of a hat. The seeming change seemed extraordinary, and it left me to ponder the question…Was the Odysseus, fresh from the sacking of Troy ready to go home?


Reintegration into society stands as a theme to test time; it is a struggle that even up to this present day besets soldiers. Then you must consider the scale and ferocity of the Trojan War. Odysseus had to shift from his “common mode” to war commander. This change to war commander gradually decays as Odysseus goes through his story. At Troy, they could mourn their fallen, but every day was a fight and a struggle. Leaving Troy, we can still see many warlike tendencies in Odysseus’s actions. His first stopping point after leaving the war is  landing at “…Ismarus/ the Cicones Stronghold. There I sacked the city.” (IX 44-45) His actions continue to tend towards the warlike, endangering his men, and finally leading to his capture, where he was essentially a slave. When he was a slave in Calypso’s cavern is one of the few times Odysseus weeps. By crying at this critical moment , homer suggests that Odysseus has returned to his “normal state” and is nearly ready to venture home, and complete his journey.
