Discussion Questions for More's Utopia

Much of your discussion of Beowulf and The Hobbit revolved around how each work constructs the concept of a “good king.” In Thomas More's Utopia, what makes “good king”?

What is Hythloday's argument for refusing to serve in the court of a king? What is the narrator More's argument in support of serving in the court of a king?

You have seen examples of hoarded treasure in Beowulf and The Hobbit, and some of you have even written about the association of treasure with kingship. In Utopia, what is Hythloday's attitude toward wealth? Toward property in general? How does this contrast with the views on wealth you have seen so far in this course? 

In Hythloday's view, what makes a thief? A beggar? What does he believe is the appropriate punishment for theft, and what about that punishment makes it appropriate?

What do you make of this text's conversational style? What are the advantages of this style? Disavdantages?

Can you apply any of Hythloday's ideals to the current political and economic climate in this country? Would you want to?

