Research Paper Prospectus

Length: 1-2 pages

Points Possible: 50

Due: November 19

From your Syllabus: The prospectus will function as a proposal written by you to the instructor that argues for approval of your final research project. If your prospectus is not “approved” by the instructor, your final research project will not be accepted. The purpose of this project is to encourage you to think about the “so what?” question that should guide your research. 

Your prospectus should include:

· a list of the primary sources you plan to use. With which text or text(s) will you work? Remember that at least one of your primary sources must be one of the literary works that you have studied in this class.

· a list of the secondary sources you plan to use. If you have not found all of your secondary sources, discuss how you plan to find them. Be as concrete as possible in this discussion. Will you use library books? How will you find them? Academic databases? Which ones? Have you thought about the kinds of keywords and phrases you will use in your searches? How will you take advantage of Boolean browsing techniques? How will you determine whether or not resources are critical/academic enough to be useful to you in this enterprise? 

· your strategy/“game plan” for developing the central argument of your Research Paper. It is OK if you do not yet know what that argument will be, but think about how you will make sure your argument is strong, credible and well-supported with textual evidence?

· your thesis for your Research Paper, if you have developed a thesis. Please remember that you will not be bound to keep to this thesis when you turn in the final draft.

· your investigative question for your Research Paper, if you have not developed a thesis. Basically, I want to know what you will be trying to learn in the course of your analysis.

· a defense of your project. Why is your project significant? Will it add anything new to the academic conversations that surround your primary text(s)? When your project is complete, will it answer the “so what?” question?

