Final Research Paper

Length: 8-12 pages

Points Possible: 300

Due: December 5

From your Syllabus: Your final research paper must relate to the course material in some substantial way, but other than that it is open topic. For this paper, you are expected to exhibit your skills in the areas of rhetoric, analysis, research and the incorporation of secondary-source criticism. The purpose of this project is to give you a chance to showcase all that you have learned in this class throughout the semester.

Your Research Paper must: 

· offer a successful, critical analysis of at least one of the texts you have studied in class this semester.

· incorporate secondary-source criticism into its argument in a significant way. (This means that you cannot simply pepper your essay with vaguely appropriate quotations from secondary sources; you must fully engage with your secondary-source material in your own paper.)

· present a clear, concise thesis on its first page

· make a coherent, well-supported argument that is backed up by textual evidence. 

· answer the “so what?” question

· show an awareness of the critical work that has come before on your topic of choice

· include a bibliography (of your primary source(s) and at least 5 secondary sources) in proper MLA format 

All student papers for ENL2012 must:

· be well-written and well-organized, with few to no grammatical errors

· use standard MLA format 

· be turned in, by hand, on or before the paper's due date

· be STAPLED (not held together with a paper clip, not folded at the corner) in the upper left-hand corner. Papers that are not stapled in the upper left-hand corner will be returned unread.

