Performances

Length: 5-15 minutes

Points Possible: 50

Due: October 31—Nov 7 (variable) 

From your Syllabus: Students will perform a short 'scene' of choice from one of the  dramatic works we will be reading for this course. Each scene will be performed by the same group of students in two different ways, to highlight different possible methods for interpreting the text in question. Keep in mind that you will want to give your group a chance to rehearse outside of class, so budget your time accordingly. 

Though every student must be involved in these performances, not every student must perform. Other roles, such as directing, writing (if your group chooses to modify the script for one of these performances), managing props and costumes, etc., are also acceptable. However, if not every member of your group performs, please remember to be very clear, when turning in your assignment, on how tasks were distributed within your group.

You are not being graded on the quality of your acting. The purpose of this assignment is to get you to think about how performance (staging, intonation, props if you choose to have them, and so forth) can alter the meaning behind the words of the plays you study this semester. How is performing a play different from reading a play? What new variables are introduced by performance? What do you learn by speaking these words out loud?

Line memorization is not required. If the actors in your group need to hold scripts in their hands, that's fine. You may find, however, that having your script memorized will prove helpful when you block your scene.

Because this is a group project, every member of your group will receive the same grade, unless it is for some reason made clear that specific group members did either significantly more or significantly less work than their colleagues. 

