Comparative Analysis

Length: 6-8 pages

Points Possible: 250

Due: October 1

From your Syllabus: The “Comparative Analysis” will use a formal, logical argument to compare and analyze either (1) two of the works we have read in class or (2) one of the works we have read in class with a related work read outside of this class. (For example, you could compare a scene in Beowulf to a scene in Tolkien's The Hobbit or to a clip from the movie 13th Warrior.) If you choose the second option, you will be required to run your “out of class” reading of choice by the instructor before submitting the final version of the essay (this should already be accomplished by your prospectus). Keep in mind that a “comparative analysis” is not just a compare/contrast essay! A simple inventorying of similarities and differences in the two texts will not be considered a sufficient approach to this project; you must examine the relationship between the two texts as well. 

While an examination of the similarities and differences in your two texts is a fine jumping-off point for this project, it is not where your analysis should end. Remember: you are not making a checklist; you are investigating a relationship. Ask yourself how the reading of one text affects your reading/understanding of the other. What is the result of looking at these two texts side-by-side? 

In order to fully investigate these texts, you will most likely have to pull at least in part from the close reading skills you practiced in your Close Reading essay. External research, however, is now permitted and encouraged.

All student papers for ENL2012 must:

· be well-written and well-organized, with few to no grammatical errors

· use standard MLA format 

· be turned in, by hand, on or before the paper's due date

· be STAPLED (not held together with a paper clip, not folded at the corner) in the upper left-hand corner. Papers that are not stapled in the upper left-hand corner will be returned unread.

