Close Reading Proposal for Beowulf 

Close Reading Prospectus

Length: 1-2 pages 

Points Possible: 50

Due: August 31

From your syllabus:

The prospectus will function as a proposal written by you to the instructor that argues for approval of your Close Reading. If your prospectus is not “approved” by the instructor, your Close Reading will not be accepted. The purpose of this prospectus is to encourage you to think critically and selectively about the texts we have examined so far. Your Close Reading should (1) indicate the excerpt (or excerpts) that you plan to analyze and (2) briefly discuss your strategy for close reading.

Remember to turn in:

· the exact line numbers for the excerpt (or excerpts) you plan to use in your analysis.

· your “game plan” for investigating your selection from the text. For example: do you plan to focus on theme, rhetoric, meter and/or alliteration? How will you conduct your analysis?

· your thesis for your Close Reading Essay, if you have developed a thesis. Please remember that you will not be bound to keep to this thesis when you turn in the final draft of your Close Reading.

· your investigative question for your Close Reading Essay, if you have not developed a thesis. Basically, I want to know what you will be trying to learn in the course of your analysis.

