Close Reading Essay

Close Reading Essay

Length: 6-8 pages

Points Possible: 250

Due: September 10

From your syllabus: 

The “Close-Reading Essay” will be your first formal essay of the semester. You will use a formal, logical argument to analyze one aspect of one of the texts that we have explored in this class. Within those parameters, the subject and theme of this paper are entirely up to you. Your focus can be a text's particular scene, character, motif, etc. You will pull support for your argument primarily from within the text itself. The goal of this assignment is to start you thinking about our readings in an analytical way. 

Recommended steps for producing the Close Reading:

1. Choose your selection from Beowulf. It will most likely be most productive for you to work with a selection that you find particularly engaging, upsetting or problematic. If you choose a selection that confuses you, that can work in your favor, as you will already know—at least in part—what you will be trying to discover in the course of your analysis.

2. Read your selection. Re-read it. Did you notice anything on the second reading that you did not in the first? Read it again. Rinse and repeat. Take notes. 

3. Think about what drew you to this selection in the first place. What about this selection is significant?

4. Examine the different components of your selection: character, theme, linguistic style, poetic style, meter, description, alliteration, word choice, etc. Which of these do you expect to prove important to your own unique analysis of the text?

5. Think about the investigative question you developed for your proposal. Have you answered it? Was it a useful question to ask? Have you discovered the answer to another question that you did not think to ask?

6. At some point, you should formulate your thesis. What argument do you want to make about the text?

7. Start outlining and drafting, if such things appeal to you.

8. Start writing the essay. Remember to give yourself plenty of time for proofreading and revision after the first full draft is completed.

All student papers for ENL2012 must:

· be well-written and well-organized, with few to no grammatical errors

· use standard MLA format 

· be turned in, by hand, on or before the paper's due date

· be STAPLED (not held together with a paper clip, not folded at the corner) in the upper left-hand corner. Papers that are not stapled in the upper left-hand corner will be returned unread.

