Comparative Analysis

Length: 4-6 pages

Points: 250

Due: Mar 26

From your syllabus

The “Comparative Analysis” will use a formal, logical argument to compare and analyze one of the seven Shakespeare plays we have read in class in relationship to a related work read or viewed either in or outside of this class. (For example, you could compare a scene in Hamlet to a corresponding scene in The Lion King or Hamlet 2000.) If you choose to work with a text we have not read in this class, you will be required to run your “out of class” selection of choice by the instructor before submitting the final version of the essay. Keep in mind that a “comparative analysis” is not just a compare/contrast essay! A simple inventorying of similarities and differences in the two texts will not be considered a sufficient approach to this project; you must examine the relationship between the two texts as well.

Option #1: Write a 4-6 page paper that analyzes one (or more) of the Shakespeare adaptations that we have looked at conjunction with its source material. How does the adaptation function by itself? How does it change your impression of the 'original'? What does it say about the 'original'? 

Option #2: Create a website with a comparable number of words that does the same thing. This is actually the more difficult assignment, as you get no break in word count and you will have to be creating a website in addition to writing. However, online presentation rewards different kinds of writing and organization than does print media, so this option is being made available for those who (1) want to challenge themselves with another online project or (2) simply feel more comfortable writing for the web. 

Your comparative analysis must:

· have a clear thesis

· be built around a logical argument

· go beyond comparing and contrasting 

· include, in some detail, analysis of both Shakespeare's 'original' work and its adaptation

· include enough summary to back up all points and particulars made about the source material

· include only enough  summary to back up those points and particulars

· be written in MLA format

· incorporate citations of your source material in MLA format

If on paper, your comparative analysis must:

· be written in a 10 or 12 point serif font, preferably Times New Roman

· be stapled in the upper left-hand corner. (Papers not stapled will be returned unread. You will then be required to turn them in once more, properly stapled, at which point they will be graded as late.)

Note: If you want to incorporate a creative element into this project, please discuss it with me in advance.

