First Response Post Assignment

Though I originally planned to ask you to devote every post to comparing the Shakespearean 'source' text with its adaptation/descendant in a different medium, I have decided to open things up a bit. Now, your first post only needs to touch on ONE of the 'texts' (play or film) that we have looked at in class.

Your Response Post must touch on at least one of the following:

The Taming of the Shrew (play)

The Taming of the Shrew (film)

The Woman's Prize, or The Tamer Tamed 

10 Things I Hate About You

At the most basic level, your first Response Post must have:

· a title. Try to make your title informative, creative and engaging. Think of it as the hook you use to keep the reader from leaving your web page. (Your page layout, color scheme and images should also serve this purpose to some extent.)

· your own reaction to the text(s) you are discussing. Offer more than a mere plot summary. Offer your opinions, your feedback and your analysis. Make sure the reader gets something outr of your post that they cannot get from reading The Taming of the Shrew or watching 10 Things I Hate About You.

· a particular focus. Maybe you want to discuss costuming and performance in one of the movies we have watched. Maybe you want to talk about line and meter in Shakespeare, or gender dynamics in The Tamer Tamed. Any relevant topic is fair game.

· a beginning, a middle and an end.

. . . and that's about it. That being said, here are some prompts for possible response posts. Please keep in mind that you are not required to use them.

Prompt #1: Compare the performance of an actor in one of the two movies we have watched so far with a performance by the same actor in a different film. (e.g. Elizabeth Taylor in Taming of the Shrew vs. Elizabeth Taylor in Cleopatra or Heath Ledger in 10 Things I Hate About You vs. Heath Ledger in The Dark Knight or Brokeback Mountain.) How do the performances differ in each film? Why? How are these performance helped or hindered by lighting, camera angles, sound, makeup, etc.? If you choose this prompt, which may easily involve comparing and contrasting very disparate films, please remember to explain to your reader why you have chosen to compare those specific films. 

Prompt #2: Analyze the relationship between The Taming of the Shrew and one of its film adaptations. How does the transition from stage to screen affect the core story of Taming of the Shrew? If you choose to respond to this prompt, you may want to focus your post around how one or two formal elements in the film adaptation enhance—or detract from—the story. (For example, you might focus on costume and set design or music and lighting.)

Prompt #3: Evaluate one of the plays/films we have read/seen so far in class. Loved something? Hated it? Explain why, in as logical a way as possible. One simple way of examining whether a work is good or bad is to develop a short list of criteria for a 'successful' project, and then to judge how well the work in question meets those criteria.  

