Study Questions for Beowulf

Part I. Grendel (to line 543)

· Come prepared to discuss the text of Beowulf as a translation. Do you find any of the translators' decisions (mentioned in their introduction and the text's footnotes) especially noteworthy?

· J.R.R. Tolkien plays a significant role in the Longman Cultural Edition as both a literary and scholarly figure. Why do you think that is?

· How is monstrosity presented?

· How is hospitality presented?

· What significance does boasting have at this point in the text?

Part I. Grendel (to end of section)

· What do you make of the battle with Grendel and/or the presentation of Grendel's death?

· How does the poet treat the physicality of Grendel's body? When does his body appear “monstrous”? When (if ever) does it not? 

· What significance do the figures of Sigemund and Heremod have in this sequence?

· How are storytelling and storytellers presented? What is the significance of the figure of the “scop”?

Part II. Grendel's Mother (to line 1456)

· What importance does physical wealth play at this point in the text? How and when are treasures described? What artifacts or objects are especially important?

· Female figures (Wealhtheow, Hildeburh, Grendel's mother) are much more prominent in this section of the poem than they have been thus far. What do you make of their presentation? What role does gender play in this poem?

Part II. Grendel's Mother (to end of section)

· The hilt that Beowulf retrieves bears an inscription. Is the appearance of writing (and, presumably, drawing) at this moment in the text significant? If so, how?

· What do you make of “Hrothgar's Sermon”?

· Beowulf himself takes on the role of storyteller in this section of the text. How do his stories (his anticipation of Freawaru's fate, his version of the killing of Grendel) relate to the rest of the poem?

Part III. The Dragon (to line 2256)

· How does Beowulf's rule compare to the rule of other kings presented in Beowulf?

· How is the dragon's treasure described? Is the dragon's hoard different in kind from the other treasure collections that have appeared throughout the poem?

· How does boasting come into play now? Is its function any different than it was at the beginning of the poem?

Part III. The Dragon (to end of poem)

· Treasure and mortality are intricately—and inextricably—connected at this point in Beowulf. Why do you think that is?

· What do you make of the herald's speech? How does repetition work in this part of the poem?

· What connections do you want to make between the third part of the poem and the first two? 

