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Reading Response #1


In Homer’s, The Odyssey, there are many interesting and interweaving plotlines in this epic poem. One aspect that really intrigued me was how Telemachus tries to find as much information about his missing father, Odysseus, and all he finds out is bits and pieces of his father’s epic conquests but has no closure on whether on not he is alive or dead. As the reader, we find out about all of Odysseus’ adventures first hand in Books 9-12. At this point in time, us (as readers) know the full extent of Odysseus’ hardships while Telemachus, who has been searching for years, still has absolutely no idea. Personally, I wish I could have told Telemachus myself that his father was alive and well, although all of his men had perished. 


In the next set of 4 books, Athena uses deception towards Odysseus and Telemachus to bring the father and son back together without leading either party to an ill fated demise. Deception is a major theme throughout all that I’ve read so far, especially when Odysseus tells the Cyclops, Polyphemus, that his name is “nobody” so when he plunges a burning stake into his eye, he yells to his Cycloptic comrades that “Nobody’s killing me now by fraud and not by force!” which makes it easy for Odysseus and his men to escape Polyphemus’ cave-prison. (IX, 455) It seems to me that mortals, being human beings, are much more prone to lying or bending the truth to get the results that they desire. Odysseus is a prime example of a mortal who answers deftly and tactfully quite often, not revealing his entire intentions, thus allowing him to get his way and continue on his path home.

Women play a major role through The Odyssey, yet there is a major difference between a goddess and a normal, mortal woman. In class we discussed at great length the idea of women having power throughout this epic poem. While a woman is married to a man, she basically becomes “part of the husband’s property” and does not have much of a say in what goes on. (class notes) However, in Penelope’s case, she gains much power when she is believed to be a widow since Odysseus has yet to return home from war. Since she is a widow, she controls the inheritance of Odysseus’ land and belongings, and this causes the Sudor’s to vie for her affection and ultimately her hand in marriage. (class notes) Penelope has yet to confirm whether Odysseus is alive or dead, so she delays making a decision so that if Odysseus does return, there will not be a war over her or force her ex-husband to just “let things lie”. (class notes) On the other hand, all Goddesses are treated divinely and have much sway over the lives and events of mortals, just like Athena helping Odysseus disguise himself in his own land. This major distinction ties heavily into the feelings and thoughts of people during this time and does not stray from the culture and norms of this era. 
