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Response Paper One: The Cunning and Naiveté of Odysseus
On the one hand, Odysseus, son of Laertes, and protagonist of the Homer’s epic The Odyssey, consistently escapes imminent death. On the other hand, he constantly leads himself into the very arms of death itself. Thus, while Odysseus may be clever, he is not wise. Examples of Odysseus’ cleverness begin with various allusions, sprinkled throughout the text, to the tale of his famous plot during the war with Troy. “What a heart that fearless Odysseus had inside him! / What a piece of work the hero dared and carried off / in the wooden horse where all our best encamped, / our champions armed with bloody death for Troy…”(IV.303-306). This successful plan, which bore the swift hand of victory in the Trojan War, is the main testament to the cunning of Odysseus, forever guaranteeing his fame for cleverness.
Another example of Odysseus’ wiliness includes his clever reassurance to his captor, Calypso, of her beauty over that of his wife Penelope. “She is mortal after all and you, you never age or die…” (V.240-241). This reassurance gratifies Calypso, such kind words gracing her ears and easing his release. Odysseus also smartly makes Calypso swear a binding oath that she will never plot some new evil against him, securing the safety and success of his parting. 
Finally, the sequence with the Cyclops, Polyphemus, in Book Nine, also illustrates the cunning of Odysseus. Trapped in the cave of the one-eyed giant, assured of his own death at the hands of the cannibalistic brute, Odysseus cleverly regales the giant with a false story of his ship’s ruin, thereby securing his eventual passage from the island. He next hatches an ingenious plan for his escape from the cave: he crafts a wooden spear from the giant club of the giant, subdues the giant with the potency of his wine, and spears him in the eye, blinding him. He then flees the cave under the guise of a sheep. Odysseus also tricks the giant into thinking his name is “Nobody” (IX.410), thereby disallowing the giant to tell others who or what has happened to him. 
While these examples, and certainly many more, indeed exemplify the cleverness of Odysseus, his character is also weighed down by an innate naïveté. Regarding the sequence with the Cyclops, Odysseus, while clever in his escape, was unwise to first knowingly venture into the cave of the giant, not to mention linger and eat his cheese. His comrades even pleaded with him to leave before the giant Cyclops returned. What’s more, upon escaping imminent death at the hands of the Cyclops, Odysseus feels the need, once aboard his ship, to call back to the Cyclops with stinging taunts. These taunts result in the near recapture and death of Odysseus and his crew. Odysseus further displays his foolishness by shouting his name in praise during these taunts, thereby dooming his fate. By revealing his name, Odysseus enables Polyphemus to exact revenge: 
‘Hear me – Poseidon, god of the sea-blue mane who rocks the earth! 

…come, grant that Odysseus, raider of cities, 

Laertes’ son who makes his home in Ithaca, 

never reaches home. Or if he’s fated to see 

his people once again and reach his well-built house 

and his own native country, let him come home late 

and come a broken man.’ (IX.585-593).

Furthermore, while down in the “House of the Dead,” in Book Eleven, Odysseus again reveals his naïveté by irresponsibly tossing away an opportunity to make amends with Ajax, a friend he indirectly killed during the war with Troy. There, surrounded by ghosts of the deceased, deep within the land of the dead, Odysseus possesses a rare chance to make amends, and he foolishly disregards it. Therefore, though many of Odysseus’ actions exemplify his cleverness, still many others replace it with naïveté. He may be clever, but only as a necessity of his stupidity. All men will eventually fall beneath the heel of their hubris…as Odysseus himself seems well on his way. 
