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Upon reading the first twelve books of The Odyssey any reader would be able to see the several similarities between the hero Odysseus and his young son, Telemachus. Telemachus shares his near god-like looks as well as Athena’s endearment with his father and during his journey to find news of Odysseus young, passive Telemachus will become even more similar to his father. However, I find the dissimilarities between the two in the first twelve books more interesting, especially the most apparent difference: their age. The exact length of time the two have lived is not what interests me, but rather two major differences that result because of their age gap. Thus in this paper I would like to focus on the dissimilarities Odysseus and Telemachus hold because of their age difference in the realms of patience and masculinity.

The first area would like to investigate is the realm of patience. The difference between father and son is evident; Odysseus is patient, whereas Telemachus is not.  Beginning with Telemachus, the reader can see evidence for his impatience, especially for the suitors and his mother clearly in the first book. Telemachus, after waiting for his father’s return for twenty years, no longer has patience for the suitors clogging up his house, yet he does nothing to rid of them. However, as soon as Athena gives him hope that is father is still alive and suggests a journey, the reader can see his impatience with his household even more. Telemachus snaps at his mother when she asks the bard to sing another song and announces to the suitors that they must leave the following day. Telemachus’ impatience has developed from his age and inexperience, yet without it he would not be able to go on his “journey.” Telemachus’ lack of patience, I believe, is one of the strongest motives for Athena to aid Telemachus throughout The Odyssey. Thus, Telemachus’ lack of patience is the motivation for his maturation. 
Odysseus, in opposition with Telemachus, is patient because of his age which as granted him many experiences and allows him to become a wise old man. Evidence for Odysseus’ patience is seen throughout the novel. Odysseus is exceptionally patient in book 5 when he swims for two days straight to reach land. In book 11, Odysseus is patient with King Alconius and his people when he is asked to continue his story about the underworld, even though he desires sleep. Homer, however, as many great storytellers do, decides to defy the readers’ expectations and has Odysseus lose his patience with Laodamas in book 8, in a situation where composure is anticipated. I feel Homer has Odysseus lose his temper to remind the audience that he is aged, but not the oldest, nor the wisest hero around, as well as indicate that unlike Achilles and other war heroes who are almost completely divine, Odysseus is only a quarter divine. 

The second sphere I would like to examine is the realm of masculinity. Although both Odysseus and Telemachus are male, they approach the idea of masculinity in different ways which I feel is due to their age difference. Young Telemachus has the idea that being a “man” means being daring and well-spoken, which is why I believe he is so ready to go on his epic journey. In book 3, Telemachus’ speech to Nestor is a great illustration of the young prince’s attempt to be out-spoken. Thus Telemachus’ masculinity appears to be forced. Odysseus, on the other hand, seems to have natural masculinity, even without regards to his appearance. Odysseus instead of daring, like his son thinks a man should be, is courageous. Odysseus knows when to stand up and when to back down. Rather than being well-spoken, Odysseus is emotional when he tells his stories to King Alconius in books 9-11. Odysseus’ knowledge and performance of courage as well as his lack of refraining from emotions is not forced masculinity, like Telemachus’, but appears to be more natural and even feminine at times, which I find intriguing.
In conclusion, I would argue that the age difference between Odysseus and Telemachus open up two other dissimilarities in the realms of patience and masculinity. I feel the two realms have played an interesting role within The Odyssey thus far and look forward to see how they function throughout the rest of the story. 
