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SoutheastCon 2008 

SoutheastCon is the annual IEEE Region 3 Technical, Professional, and Student Conference.  As the premier 
conference for the region encompassing the Southeastern United States, it brings together engineering and 
science professionals, faculty and students to share the latest information through technical sessions, 
tutorials, and exhibits.  The conference promotes awareness of the technical contributions made by our 
profession to the advancement of engineering and science to the community.  The University of Florida 
Student Branch regularly competes for the top awards and is a multiple Exemplary Student Branch Award 
recipient.  We have the talent and passion at UF to sweep the awards. 

There are seven distinct competitions: 

Hardware Competition 

Design Presentation Competition 

Ethics Competition 

Software Competition 

Technical Paper Competition 

T-shirt Design Competition  

Web Site Competition 

Hardware Competition 

The hardware competition is the most popular event of SoutheastCon, and also the most competitive.  This 
year the objective is to design and build a robot to autonomously locate, collect, and return cubes to a home 
base.  Only a limited number of cubes can be collected, and their point values are determined by their color 
and numbers encoded on attached RFID tags.  Early rounds are timed trials for seeding purposes, whereas the 
playoffs occur head-to-head against other robots. 

Join the Hardware Competition Listserv by sending an e-mail to LISTSERV@LISTS.UFL.EDU with the command 
"SUBSCRIBE IEEE-HARDWARE-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU" in the body of the message, followed by your full name.  

Design Presentation Competition 

The design presentation competition is a technical talk of the robot design, construction, operation and 
performance.  The presenter is asked to consider the audience as a group of knowledgeable engineers upon 
whom the project is dependent for funding.  The presentation must last no more than ten minutes, and may 
be followed by up to five minutes of questions by judges. 

Join the Design Presentation Competition Listserv by sending an e-mail to LISTSERV@LISTS.UFL.EDU with the 
command "SUBSCRIBE IEEE-DESIGN_PRESENTATION-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU" in the body of the message, followed 
by your full name.  

 

 



 

www.ieee.ece.ufl.edu   •   ieee@ece.ufl.edu  

Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers 

University of Florida Student Branch 
 

 

 

Ethics Competition 

The ethics competition is sponsored by the IEEE Ethics & Member Conduct Committee.  The competition 
encourages the study and awareness of professional ethics and consists of a presentation and defense of a 
case analysis. 

Join the Ethics Competition Listserv by sending an e-mail to LISTSERV@LISTS.UFL.EDU with the command 
"SUBSCRIBE IEEE-ETHICS-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU" in the body of the message, followed by your full name.  

Software Competition 

The software competition challenges small teams of students to solve a set of programming problems in a 
limited amount of time.  The specific software problems are not announced until the start of the competition.  
The competition is modeled after the ACM International Collegiate Programming Contest. 

Join the Software Competition Listserv by sending an e-mail to LISTSERV@LISTS.UFL.EDU with the command 
"SUBSCRIBE IEEE-SOFTWARE-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU" in the body of the message, followed by your full name.  

Technical Paper Competition 

The technical paper competition is held annually at SoutheastCon to recognize technical, written, and verbal 
communication skills.  The competition is open to undergraduate students and awards cash prizes.  

Join the Technical Paper Competition Listserv by sending an e-mail to LISTSERV@LISTS.UFL.EDU with the 
command "SUBSCRIBE IEEE-TECHNICAL_PAPER-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU" in the body of the message, followed by 
your full name.  

T-Shirt Design Competition 

The T-shirt design competition is a lighthearted competition for - you guessed it - the design of a shirt.  
Previous competitions have given us award-winning masterpieces such as Fourier is my homeboy. 

Join the T-Shirt Design Competition Listserv by sending an e-mail to LISTSERV@LISTS.UFL.EDU with the 
command "SUBSCRIBE IEEE-SHIRT-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU" in the body of the message, followed by your full name.  

Web Site Competition 

The web site competition is an opportunity to earn a top prize of $1,000.00.  Judging is based on six criteria: 
Content, Navigability, Originality, Overall Presentation, Portability, and Load Time.  You are encouraged to look 
at other student branch web sites. 

Join the Web Site Competition Listserv by sending an e-mail to LISTSERV@LISTS.UFL.EDU with the command 
"SUBSCRIBE IEEE-WEB-L@LISTS.UFL.EDU" in the body of the message, followed by your full name. 


