Chapter 3: Courts, Sources of Law and Litigation
Federal Question – exists when dispute concerns federal law, namely legal rights arising under us constitution, federal statute,etc

Diversity Jurisdiction – lawsuit between citizens of two different states and amount in controversy exceeds $75,000

Federal Courts
US District Courts are trial courts

US Court of Appeals – review decisions, issue wrtis
US Supreme Court

Standing – not hear appeal unless a real and substantial controversy is involved and resolving the law suit will proved actual relief to one party

State Courts
Trial and appealate courts, then supreme court

Personal Jurisction

Courts have legal authority over parties to the law suit 

Long arm statutes subject out of state defendant to; jurisdiction in the state

State with greatest governmental interest will provide governing law

Common law – legal rules made by judges 

Stare decisis – to abide by decided cases

Filing and Prosecuting a claim

Comlaint, summons, answer

Pretrial activity
Motion to dismiss – resolve before trial

Summary judgemetn – all written evidene befor court clearly establishes there are no disputed issues and party who requestd summary is entitled to recover as a matter of law

Pretrial conference

Trial

Verdict – direct verdict – judge decides b/c of lack of evidence, takes trial away from jury

Posttrial motions

Judgement notwithstanding the verdict – reverses jury verdict b/c evidence weak no reasonable jury would resolve in that party’s favor

New trial may be ordered

Appeal may be made

Class Actions

Conduct of defendant affected numerous people

Advantages 

1) can bind not only present class members but also future alimants

2) standardized payments schedules avoid risk of widely divergent jury awards

3) some claimants who suffered less harn than others can be excluded  from settlement

4) filing of suits and settlement can occur on the same day

