IDS4930 – The Legislative Experience
Fall 2009
Section 6084: Tuesday 8 (MAT 6), Thursday 8-9 (MAT 10)

 

 

Mike Haridopolos

Email: mharidopolos@ufl.edu

Office: 
Office Hours: Tuesday – 10:30 – 11:30 a.m., 1:45 – 2:45 p.m., 4:00 – 6:00 p.m.; Thursday – 10:30 – 12:30 p.m., 1:45 – 2:45 p.m., and by appointment.  Email the instructor with specific dates and times that will work for you and he will email you back a confirmation.

Web site: http://plaza.ufl.edu/mharidopolos/
 

Course Description and Objectives

This course will address a variety of Legislative issues.  It will offer a closer look at the role of elections, the makeup of the legislature, checks and balances, and leadership.  It will include discussion of the value of rules and committee structure, the role of member staff and the budget-making process.  It will also address the influence of voters, lobbyists, political parties, contributors and the press.  Please feel free to ask questions during the class period.  Additionally, students should keep up with current political events by visiting Web sites such as www.realclearpolitics.com, www.sayfiereview.com, www.politico.com, www.washingtonpost.com, www.washtimes.com .  You can also visit my Web site, which features links to other sites and information to keep you up to date.
Required Texts
Rosenthal, Alan.  Heavy Lifting: The Job of the American Legislature.  (CQ Press, 2004).  ISBN - 978-0385523288.  (36 copies from new to used on Amazon, inexpensive)

We will also frequently use selected readings that will be available online.  These readings will include newspaper and magazine articles as well as book excerpts.  They will be available to you on my Web site or sent to you using the class listserv.  
 

Grades

The final grade will be made up of four parts—two exams, a term paper, and an in-class quiz average.
 

Tests

Tests make up 50% of the grade.  There will be two tests and each test will include essay and short answer responses. The final exam is not cumulative.  If you miss an exam, the makeup will be an essay with increased difficulty.  

 

Term Paper

The term paper will make up 40% of the grade. Each paper must be a minimum of 15 pages, double-spaced in 12-point font, not including a cover page and bibliography.  The paper will be due at the beginning of class on Tuesday, November 10.  Each day that it is late, you will lose a letter grade.  Each paper is to be well documented, using a minimum of five sources.  A detailed description of paper will be listed later in the syllabus.  Students should choose term paper topics that are relevant to the course material.  Topics should be selected and approved by the instructor by week four of the course.
 
Quizzes

Daily quizzes will make up 10% of the grade.  A quiz will be given at the beginning of each class period based on the previous lecture and readings.  There will be no make-up quizzes.  A quiz average will be calculated using the highest 70% of your quiz grades, meaning that if you miss or do poorly on one or two, it will not affect your final grade.
Guest Speakers

Guest speakers will join us frequently throughout the semester to offer you insight and a better understanding of the differing roles in government and politics.  There may be quizzes given at the beginning of these class periods and the material covered in these lectures may be used on future quizzes and exams.  I will inform you ahead of time on the background of our speakers, so that you can come prepared with any questions you may have for them.
Academic Integrity and Plagiarism

All students are expected to abide by the UF Honor Code, which reads, in part: “I affirm that this work in its entirety is mine alone, and that I have received no outside assistance from anyone else, including classmates, other students, or faculty. I understand that plagiarism, seeking or receiving other unauthorized assistance, or any false representations regarding this exam [or other work] are serious offenses punishable under the Student Honor Code.” Any student transgressing UF’s Honor Code will receive an ‘E’ for the course and will be referred to the appropriate University authorities for disciplinary action.  For a complete listing of UF Academic Policies, please refer to the instructor’s Web site.
 
Outline of Class Schedule

Week 1

8/24-8/28
History of Florida Politics
A brief history of Florida since the end of World War II.  This will allow students to gain a historical prospective of the legislative process.

Week 2

8/31-9/4
Campaign for the Legislature  

Campaigns for the state legislature are increasingly competitive and expensive.  This section will describe the challenge in seeking a seat in the legislature.
Week 3
9/7-9/11
Basics on the Legislature and the budget.
This section will describe the Florida Constitution and make up of the legislative process. We will also begin discussing the state’s budget process. The budget is the one law that must be passed during the legislative session.  This section will describe both the process and the politics involved in creating the state’s budget.

Week 4
9/14-9/18
Legislative Leadership  

This section describes the pursuit of leadership positions in the legislature as well as the responsibilities that come with the position.
Week 5
9/21-9/25
Legislative Committees  

This section will include discussion on the role of committees in the legislative process as well as the role of chairmen and minority party members.
Week 6
9/28-10/2
How a Bill Becomes a Law & Exam Review  

This section describes the inner workings of how a bill becomes a law, beyond the familiar graph.  We will also review for the midterm exam.
Week 7
10/5-10/9
Mid-term Exam 
MID-TERM  EXAM ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6.  
Week 8
10/12-10/16
The Governor  

This section will cover how the legislature interacts with the governor.  As co-equal branches, they must work out all differences in order to pass both laws and the budget.
Week 9
10/19-10/23
Voters at Home  

In this section, we will discuss how legislators keep in touch with the voters who placed them in office and the impacts they have on each elected official.
Week 10
10/26-10/30
Lobbyists  

We will discuss the ways in which lobbyists play an important role in the process.  We will focus on who they are and how they are able to influence the legislative process.
Week 11
11/2-11/6
The Press  

The role of the press in the legislative process has changed dramatically with the impact of the internet and cable television.  This section will describe the impact of the press on both politics and lawmaking.
Week 12

11/9-11/13
Political Parties (Term paper is due on November 10) 

This section will cover their role in the legislative process as well as the campaign process.  We will talk about how they are organized and what their role will be in the future.

Week 13
11/16-11/20
Staff  

Staff plays a key role in the legislature.  We will discuss both member staff as well as committee staff.  In a time of term limits their long term institutional knowledge can impact all legislation.
Week 14

11/23-11/27
The Bureaucracy  

The final section will include discussion on how these government employees act when the legislature is not in town as well as the ways in which they can help or hinder legislation.
Week 15
11/30-12/4
Continue discussion on the internal process within the legislature and review materials for the final exam.

Week 16
12/7-12/11            FINAL EXAM ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8
 

