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Abstract: While high stakes testing and school vouchers receive much media coverage,
a lesser known education reform, open enrollment, has been quietly introduced across
Florida. In 2003, Pinellas County implemented a district wide open enrollment program.
This school choice reform allows parents to freely choose which district school their chil-
dren attend. Proponents of the reform claim that without choice, high-income families
buy the properties around high quality schools, denying poorer students access to high-
quality education. By decoupling residence and school assignment, they claim choice will
give poorer students equal access to high quality schools. Previous evidence supports the
existence of this link between school quality and house prices. In this paper, I test the hy-
pothesis that the introduction of choice substantially weakens the effect of school quality
on house prices by using an innovative methodology introduced by Black (1999). Surpris-
ingly, I find no evidence for a causal effect of school quality on house prices, even under
a variety of sample restrictions which should have made the effect more prevalent. Con-
sequently, the introduction of choice does not have an observable effect on house prices.
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