Class Drags on when Clocks Don’t Tick
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Time stops for some UF Students as they enter lecture halls, but it’s not because of the daunting 50 minutes that lie ahead.


In classrooms around campus, many wall clocks have stopped ticking, and some classrooms don’t have clocks at all.  


Carleton Auditorium and rooms in Keene-Flint Hall, McCarty Hall C and Weimer Hall force students to keep track of time by themselves.


“I’ve gotten used to the fact that in Weimer, it’s always 12,” said UF junior Amy Sager.


In room 1064 of Weimer Hall, two clocks are frozen at noon.


“I always make sure to wear a watch when it’s test time,” Sager said.


The university abandoned its master clock system six or seven years ago, said Physical Plant Division Director David O’Brien, because examinations of the clock system put a high price tag on an upgrade.


“We engaged in discussions with the Provost’s office and decided that the high cost of upgrading the entire system probably wasn’t a wise expenditure at the time,” O’Brien said.


Now, individual colleges are responsible for their own classrooms clocks.  Each college is free to decide whether to purchase battery-operated clicks for its classrooms and how to keep them running.


Repairs for major university structures, such as damaged roofs and broken air conditioning systems, are more necessary than clock-system upkeep, O’Brien said.


Advocates of abandoning the system argued that students already carried the time around with them on cell phones, thus eliminating the need to update an expensive clock system.


Robin West, a professor in the department of psychology, has grown accustomed to using her wristwatch to monitor the time as she lectures.


“Frankly, it annoys me more when there is a clock and it is wrong,” West said.  “I’d rather have no clock than an incorrect one.”

