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LNW 3310: ROMAN DRAMA: 

COMEDIES OF PLAUTUS AND TERENCE

Readings in the Aulularia of Plautus and the Eunuchus of Terence

Spring, 2005: T, 4 (AND 13), R 4-5 (MAT 14) General Ed: H; 3 credits

[image: image1.wmf]
Prerequisites for this Course: A 2000 level Latin course, advanced placement or equivalent high school study. May be repeated with a change of content up to a maximum of 6 credits. If you are unsure whether you can or should take this course, please consult the instructor.

The Course: The official description is as follows: 


LNW 3310 Roman Drama.  Translation and analysis of the comedies of Plautus and Terence or the tragedies of Seneca. May be repeated with a change of content up to a maximum of 6 credits.

What We’ll Be Doing in this Version: Students will read in Latin two plays of two Roman comic writers: Plautus: the Pot of Gold (Aulularia) and Terence:  the Eunuch (Eunuchus).  The texts for Plautus will have facing vocabulary and notes so that students can concentrate on understanding and enjoying the plays, rather than constantly referring to a dictionary, or notes and vocabulary at the back of the book.  The edition of the Eunuch will be in a more traditional format, but by then you will be familiar with the style and vocabulary of Roman comedy. The course will also focus on performance aspects of the plays, while examining such areas as the staging of comedy, character development, the language of comedy, and how comedy reflects Roman society. Students will also see taped performances and adaptations of Roman comedies as background.

Instructor: Dr. Lewis A. Sussman, Professor of Classics. Office: 139 Dauer Hall. Office phone: 392-2075 ext. 268; e-mail: sussman@ufl.edu; fax 846-0297. Office hours to be announced, or by appointment. Sussman received his B.A. from Princeton and the Ph.D. in classics from the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. His special field of scholarship is Roman literature, oratory, and rhetoric (about which he has written three books and some 20 articles), but he pursues wide ranging interests in the history and archaeology of Greek and Roman civilization through reading, travel, and the courses he teaches. He was the recipient of a State University System Teaching award several years ago.

Texts and Course Materials:

Required:

· The Aulularia of Plautus: the Pot of Gold, Gilbert Lawall & Betty N. Quinn (eds.); Paperback, ISBN: 0582367530  Publisher: Longman Publishing Group 1988 

· Terence: Eunuchus. J. A. Barsby (Editor).  Publisher: Cambridge University Press; (1999)  ISBN: 0521458714 Paperback

· The Pot of Gold and Other Plays, E. F. Watling (transl.); Penguin Paperback, ISBN  0140441492

Optional, but very strongly suggested:

· The Nature of Roman Comedy: A Study in Popular Entertainment, George E. Duckworth Paperback, 2nd ed., ISBN: 0806126205  Publisher: University of Oklahoma Press 1994 (very highly recommended)

· E. F. Watling, The Pot of Gold and Other Plays. Penguin paper  0-14-044149-2 (translation)

· Betty Radice (ed.), Terence: The Comedies; Penguin Books; paperback ISBN: 014044324X (translation)
Additional materials for this course can be accessed through the course web folder and will be announced in class as they are added.  The web address will be announced in class. 

A good Latin dictionary and a grammar will be helpful. I recommend: An Elementary Latin Dictionary by Charlton T. Lewis (List Price:$39.95: Oxford University Press; used copies available on the internet @ ca. $20) ISBN: 0199102058. Available in the Classics Library, 125 Dauer, are: full, unabridged Latin dictionaries (Oxford, Lewis & Short), a reference grammar, and the Oxford Classical Dictionary. Other materials will be placed on a special shelf there for your use.  The Lewis & Short dictionary and a good grammar are on the web: 

Lewis & Short Dictionary: http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/newlatin.html  

Allen & Greenough (grammar): 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.04.0001 

Grammar & dictionary: http://www.nd.edu/~archives/latgramm.htm 
Students with Disabilities: If you require accommodations because of a disability, please make an appointment during my office hours so that we may discuss your needs in accordance with the UF official policy: “Students requesting classroom accommodation must first register with the Dean of Students office. The Dean of Students office will provide documentation to the student who must then present this documentation to the instructor when requesting accommodation.” 

Exams, Reports, Class Work, and Grading:

(1) Exams: There will be two 50-minute examinations on two Tuesdays:  Feb. 22 and April 19. Averaged together, these will form your exam grade in the course; therefore there will not be a final exam during exam week. Policies and other matters concerning these exams will be discussed in detail during class.  In addition to these, there may be occasional unannounced short quizzes on translation and grammar in class; the grades on all these quizzes will make up part of your class work grade (see below).

(2) Oral reports will be assigned to each student in the course of the semester. These will generally consist of 10-minute presentations on various articles concerning Plautus or aspects of Roman comedy.  Each student will be assigned at least one such report. (Reports in excess of one per student will be assigned extra credit.)  Oral reports will be considered part of your class work grade.

(3) Class Work encompasses daily performance in class discussion and translation, presentations, and quizzes.

(4) Your final grade will be determined as follows: Exams I & II = 30% each (= 60% total); class work = 40%.  Obviously class work is an important factor. Thorough preparation, diligent effort, informed participation in class discussion, and regular attendance will be amply rewarded. 

Attendance:  Regular attendance is required!  After a total of three missed hours your final grade will be reduced by 1/3rd of a point for each missed hour. Students unable to come to class because of religious observances should check with me ahead of time so that the missed work can be rescheduled in accordance with UF policies.

Course Goals:

· To read with ease, precision, and full comprehension the Latin texts of the Aulularia of Plautus and the Eunuchus of Terence.
· To appreciate the literary qualities of these plays

· Through background readings and reports to understand the special characteristics of Roman comedy 
· To learn how Roman comedy was performed

· To be acquainted with the background of Roman life and civilization and how these are manifested in the plays
Procedures:  We will read intensively, and with great attention to the points mentioned under “Course Goals” the Latin texts of the Aulularia of Plautus and the Eunuchus of Terence in both Latin and in English translation. There will also be background reading in secondary works (mainly in Duckworth), audio-visual presentations, formal lectures on various subjects, structured discussion, and other activities designed to enhance your understanding of Plautus.

Some Internet Resources: Commentary and other assistance on the Aulularia keyed to your Longman edition; this is extremely valuable and highly recommended. It also has pictures of items mentioned—an excellent site: http://vroma.org/~plautus/aulularia1.html  
This site has excellent word by word hyperlinks: http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/Texts/latin_TOC.html#Plautus  (scroll down this list for plays of Terence).

Additional Site for Aulularia: English translation and notes.  Be patient, this takes time to load.

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?lookup=Pl.+Aul.+1 

The discipline of classics is the most highly computerized of all the humanities, as you will see when you surf the linked sites. Some other helpful sites for background and research:

· Classics collection: http://web.uflib.ufl.edu/cm/classics/  (this has a vast number of interesting and useful links in a variety of different areas in classical studies).

· The major classics portal with a myriad of links is: http://www.tlg.uci.edu/~tlg/index/resources.html
· To get started on your own, for materials on Roman civilization you may try the Vroma site at: http://www.vroma.org  and especially:
       http://vroma.org/~bmcmanus/romanlinks.html 

· Interactive Ancient Mediterranean project http://iam.classics.unc.edu/ 
· Internet Ancient History Sourcebook: This is an incredibly rich site, with useful information and ancient texts in both Latin and English: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/ancient/asbook.html 

· The UF Classics department Web page has internet links to a wide variety of sites dealing with the Roman world, its history, civilization, and archaeology:  http://www.classics.ufl.edu   

Assignments:  Because of the nature of this type of course and the variability of each student’s Latin background, reading assignments in Latin will be given from week to week. You are responsible for making sure that you have the correct assignment each week, and that it has been thoroughly prepared before the Tuesday class meets.  Generally, the Latin text for the day’s translation will be projected on an overhead screen. I will require that all books, papers, and notes be removed from your desks (except for some blank paper on which to make notes).  Therefore reading or consulting a previously prepared translation will not be allowed. Dependence on such aids is a crutch; you will never, never become proficient at reading Latin by relying upon these.  It will be a good idea, to help you prepare for each class and to review for the exams, to make a vocabulary notebook or flashcard collection of words that you must frequently look up. 

If a class has to be cancelled or if for unavoidable reasons you must miss a class, it will be assumed that you have kept up with the assignment schedule. As we progress through the Latin texts, we may not go over every line of the Latin assignment. If you do not understand something that has not been covered in class, please contact me about it. Remember to make use of the excellent internet resources cited above for help with the Latin vocabulary and grammar.

The reading assignments in English are an integral part of the course. You are responsible for studying them before the due date. Often we will discuss the topics in class on Tuesdays,  but not necessarily so. Nevertheless, you are responsible for the content.

Email list: I will compile a list of your email addresses and periodically email the class about assignments, additional aids, and other matters. If you have something that you would like to share with the other students, please send it to me and I will forward it to the list.

Classroom Demeanor: Students are expected to respect the rights of their fellow students to a proper learning environment. Talking out of turn, receiving calls on ringing cell phones, eating, drinking, and other activities incompatible with classroom activity will not be tolerated. Students are expected to arrive promptly at class and not to disturb the session if for any reason they must be late.  

Academic Honesty:  Students are responsible for reading and abiding scrupulously by the University’s honesty policy regarding cheating, plagiarism, and the use of copyrighted materials.  These policies will be rigorously enforced in this course: For the policies see the code of student conduct at   http://www.registrar.ufl.edu/catalog/introduction/mission.html 

Schedule of Assignments:
Abbreviations:  D = Duckworth, The Nature of Roman Comedy  

A = Aulularia;  E = Eunuchus;  TBA = To Be Announced;  * = on reserve in Classics Dept. Library 125 Dauer

Week I Jan. 4, 6

Topic(s):  
Organization; Plautus & Roman Comedy; The Flavor of Roman Comedy—A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum (video on Thursday)

Assignments:

English: Introductions to your editions of  A (1-6)  & E.  Latin: none 

Week  II Jan. 11, 13

Topic(s):

Plautus, Terence, and the Golden Age of Roman Comedy
Assignments:
D 143; Latin: A lines 1-84; [Discussion of text questions]English: D. p. 143 & Chap. 3 (pp. 39-72)

Week  III Jan. 18, 20

Topic(s):

Introduction to the Aulularia [Discussion of text questions]

Assignments:
Latin: A lines 85-203.  English: all Aulularia in English translation; Lawall, “Plautus’ Aulularia”* (=on reserve)



Week  IV Jan. 25, 27

Topic(s):

The Presentation and Staging of Roman Comedy
Assignments:

 D Chapter 4 (73-101); Latin: A lines TBA
Reports:

TBA
Other:


Video: “Staging Roman Comedy” (35 min VHS video OIR #4162)

Week  V  Feb. 1, 3

Topic(s):

Language and Style

Assignments:

D Chapter 12 (331-360)
Reports:

TBA

Week  VI  Feb. 8, 10

Topic(s):

[Discussion of text questions]
Assignments:

Latin: A lines TBA
Week VII  Feb. 15, 17

Topic(s):

Stage Conventions and Techniques
Assignments:

D Chap. 5 (102-138) Latin: A lines TBA
Reports:

TBA

Week VIII  Feb. 22, 24

Topic(s):

HOUR TEST # 1 (Tuesday, Feb. 22);

Assignments:

Latin: A lines TBA

[SPRING BREAK =  No Class  MARCH 1, 3]

Week  IX  March 8, 10

Topic(s):

Discussion of Test # 1 

Assignments:

Latin: E lines TBA;  
Reports:
---
Other:



Week X  March 15, 17

Topic(s):

“The Plot and Characters of Terence’s Eunuchus”
Assignments:
 
Latin: E lines TBA; English: read the entire Eunuch in translation; discussion of the play
Other:


Reaction paper on Thursday (details later)

Week  XI  March 22, 24

Topic(s):

Character & Characterization

Assignments:

D Chap. 9 (236-271); Latin: E lines TBA
Reports:

TBA
Week  XII  March 29, 31

Topic(s):

Thought and Moral Tone

Assignments:

D Chap. 10 (272-304); Latin: E lines TBA

Reports:

TBA

Week  XIII   April 5, 7

Topic(s): 

Comic Spirit

Assignments:

D Chap. 11 (305-330); Latin: E lines TBA
Reports:

TBA
Week  XIV  April 12, 14

Topic(s):

Summation of Course and Discussion
Assignments:

Latin:  lines TBA; English: D Chap.  14 (384-395); skim Chap. 15 for content (396-433)


Reports:

----
Week  XV April 19, (no class Thursday April 21—reading day)

Topic(s):

HOUR TEST # 2 (Tuesday, April 19)

Assignment:

----











12/14/04

Undergraduate Student Information Sheet

Name:_________________________________________________


Local Address:__________________________________________

Local telephone:_________________________________________

email:____________________

Student ID  #________________

Major and/or career goals: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Year (Fr, So, Jr, Sr):

How much experience have you had in Latin?

Have you taken any other UF courses in the Classics Department or dealing with the ancient world?  If so, please list them:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

