ROMAN COMEDY

I 
TITUS MACCIUS PLAUTUS (~254 – 184 BC)

· Old Comedy (Greek) Aristophanes (fl. ~400 BC)  “political”

· New Comedy (Greek) Menander (342 – 291 BC) “cosmpolitan”

Also, Diphilus, Philemon

II
STAGING OF ROMAN COMEDY
· Presentation: Public holidays & public expense; actors (status)

· Instauratio: ‘repetition from anew”

· Theaters & Spectators
· Stage

· Angiportum

· Costumes
· Masks, Music, Dancing
· Plots
· Stock Characters
· Audience
III
OTHER ROMAN COMEDIANS
· Caecilius (219 – 166 BC)

· Publius Terentius Afer (= Terence) (195 – 159 BC)
IV
STAGE CONVENTIONS & TECHNIQUES 
· Monologue

· Eavesdroppins, asides

· Entrance & exit announcements

· Outdoor staging: one stage set throughout play 
· Violation of dramatic illusion

· Other techniques: farce, action, puns, quick repartee, topical Roman references, complicated plot, trickery & deception, turns of luck, vigorous dialogue, cross-dressing, ‘cursing,’ low life rascals

