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Geography: North, South, East, and West

http://www.eduref.org/cgi-bin/printlessons.cgi/Virtual/Lessons/Social_Studies/Geography/GGR0200.html
SUBJECT:  Social Studies: Geography: North, South, East, West

AGE GROUP:  This lesson plan is intended for basic map introduction in grades 1-2.

SSS:  Strand B:  People, Places, and Environment (Geography)

Standard 1:  The student understands the world in spatial terms.

Benchmark SS.B.1.1.2.1: The student uses simple maps, globes, and other three-dimensional models to identify and locate places.

2.  knows the four cardinal directions (for example, north, south, east, west)

NATIONAL STANDARDS: Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of people, places, and environments.

ACCURATE INFORMATION:  The information is very credible.  It introduces the simple concept of cardinal direction to young minds.  Dialogue to the children is also well-explained, “Look at the map and explain to students that everything above a certain point on the map is to the north, everything below is to the south, everything to the left is to the west, and everything to the right is to the east.”  This is simple and accurate language which primary age children can grasp and accommodate.

APPROPRIATE FOR AUDIENCE:  The simplified activities coupled with authentic experience wonderfully gear toward the recommended age group.  The lesson begins with linking of prior knowledge and introducing the topic through a read-aloud picture book focused on cardinal directions.  Students in a print-rich classroom are very accustomed to this.  The students then use their bodies as “compass kids” as they become a cardinal direction in the classroom.  The students are also actively involved and called to use cardinal direction knowledge in a first-hand activity involving following the lead of their fellow students to find a clue, with the directions only being spoken in cardinal direction language.  The resource listed on the lesson plan is Encarta’s Atlas.  Although this is a great idea, I believe a physical globe or map would better aide the students in visualizing direction.  The atlas on this website seems too sophisticated for foundational work with maps.

PART OF A UNIT:  This lesson could be used as foundational work into a unit on maps and discovery of the world around them and their location to the world.  Cardinal direction would fit nicely into the first few lessons as this is important to decoding maps and finding your way through an exploration of the world.

COMPATABILITY:  This lesson plan is easy to follow and could be easily adapted to time constraints and accessibility to technology in the classroom.  It is very fluid and flexible.

STYLE OF LESSON PLANNING:   This lesson plan does not correlate to any of the quality style of lesson plans, which are critical to the lessons of an expert teacher.  Because of this, it is extremely important for teachers to alter the lesson plans to include reflection and pertinence to the classroom involved.

ADAPTATION:  This lesson would be very adaptable to my future classroom.  It includes individual, as well as group work, auditory components, visual components, and authentic experiences to meet a variety of students needs.  Through this lesson, the students are able to build on prior knowledge and take basic facts and construct more knowledge through real experiences.  

MODIFICATIONS FOR PATHWISE:  To fit into a Pathwise learning model, modifications would need to be made to include a specific method of teaching for this lesson, which now includes bits of DI and CSI.  An evaluation, a key component to every lesson, is also needed.  Without this, a teacher is not able to accurately reflect on the students’ needs and how well they are being met with the lesson.  Reflective teaching is a never-ending process.

THE WHITE HOUSE

http://www.eduref.org/cgi-bin/printlessons.cgi/Virtual/Lessons/Social_Studies/US_Government/GOV0056.html
SUBJECT:  Social Studies, US Government                                                                                                                                             

AGE GROUP:  Second Grade

SSS:  Strand A: Time, Continuity, Change 

Standard 5:  The student understands United States history from 1880 to the present day.

Benchmark SS.A.5.1.2.1:  The student knows why important buildings, statues, and monuments (e.g., the White House, Lincoln Memorial, Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island, Angel Island, Mt. Rushmore, and veteran’s memorials) are associated with state and national history.

NATIONAL STANDARDS:  Time, Continuity, Change and People, Places, and Environment: Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of the ways human beings view themselves in and over time.  Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of people, places, and environments.

ACCURATE INFORMATION:  The information presented in this lesson is accurate and very appropriate for this grade level.  Information on the White House is gained through the government website on this monument geared for kids.  The information on this website is valid and reliable.

APPROPRIATE FOR AUDIENCE:  It is nice to have a website which is kid-friendly yet provides reliable information.  Young kids can easily understand, learn, and navigate the site.  As part of the standards, it is required that students know about historical landmarks.  This is a fun and interactive method of learning the facts.  By this age, students should be well into practicing group and social skills.  Because students have to present their findings in groups to the class, these skills are tuned and sharpened.

PART OF A UNIT:  This lesson is a great component to a thematic study on historically significant monuments in our country.  It could even be extended to important monuments in the world.  It is a social studies component and could include map skills.  

COMPATABILITY:  This lesson plan is easy to follow and incorporates the use of technology and reliable internet resources to actualize the monuments through virtual tour.  It is important to consider internet accessibility in the classroom, without it, this lesson plan is futile.  

STYLE OF LESSON PLANNING: This lesson plan does not correlate to any of the quality style of lesson plans, which are critical to the lessons of an expert teacher.  Because of this, it is extremely important for teachers to alter the lesson plans to include reflection and pertinence to the classroom involved.
ADAPTATION:  This lesson plan is completely based on students researching and discovering their own knowledge about historical monuments.  It might be helpful to meet a broader range of student needs through adding components to the curriculum.  These could be a paper on the historical significance, a concept map on the facts, constructing mini-replicas of the white house, and watching a video on historical places.  This lesson tends to be single-minded.  As a teacher, it is important to reach out to all students through a variety of activities.  

MODIFICATIONS FOR PATHWISE:  To fit this lesson into a Pathwise format, the teacher would need to set clearer expectations during activities for the students.  They would also need to perform an evaluation in this lesson as well, as this is one of the essential components of any expert teacher.
