
HENDRY COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT, ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SECTION

WELL DISINFECTION PROCEDURE
The following procedure is recommended for drinking water wells that have been submerged in flood water or that have had water samples reported as unsatisfactory due to the presence of fecal and total coliform bacteria: 

· Turn off  your hot water heater – chlorine bleach is not effective above 105 degrees.

· Turn off the well pump.

· On a 2” inch well, remove the well cap.  On a 4” inch well or larger; remove the well plug located on the rubber seal.

· Pour into the open well casing, the following:  About 4 (four) gallons of PLAIN liquid chlorine bleach (household laundry bleach without additives).

· After the bleach is poured into the well, reassemble the well cap or well plug tightly.  Wait 10 minutes, and then start the pump.

· By-pass any water conditioner / treatment devices. 

· Turn on the nearest faucet, let the water run and turn off when you smell the bleach odor.  

· Repeat this step on every faucet, shower, hose bib and toilet available in the water system. 

· If you do not smell the bleach odor by the time you get to the last faucet, repeat adding bleach and checking the faucet(s).

· Allow the bleach to remain in contact with the distribution lines for a period of 4 to 8 hours, preferably overnight.

· After the 4 to 8 hour contact time, open each faucet, starting at the well and let the water run until the bleach odor is gone.

· Contact the Hendry County Health Department for information on how to collect a water sample from your well, when and where to bring it for bacteriological analysis.  The cost is $10 per sample.  

· Hendry County Health Department personnel can collect your water samples for bacteriological analysis at a cost of $50 per sample. 

If you have any questions please contact the Hendry County Health Department at (863) 674-4047, extension 152.
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