Roman History, CLT 3930            PAPER GUIDELINES               Dr. Judy A. Turner

Paper Grading:  Grading will be based upon:

1. Content/Analysis: 75%  --a)includes organization of paper;   b) development of thesis (main point); c) student analysis of usefulness of  the ancient text(s) [=primary source(s)] as evidence for understanding the part of ancient history under discussion
2. Documentation; Mechanics; Style:25 %--  Documentation = citations of   or references to sources (includes footnotes and/or parenthetical notes). NO endnotes (i.e., at paper’s end). There should be ample documentation.  Documentation is needed every time you quote or refer to another  author’s work in any way, even if you’re only using a general ‘idea’ mentioned in someone else’s work.  Otherwise, you may be plagiarizing. Mechanics: = spelling (sp); grammar (gr); punctuation (pn); Style =  good, clearly written prose 

General Guidelines

 for both paper # 1(due Thurs. 2/19)  and paper #2 (due Thurs. 4/2):

1. Length:  papers should be 3-3& ½  pages (about 1000 words), -No More!-; typed, double-spaced; 10 or 12 point type font; 1-inch left & right side margins.

2. Bibliography or Works Cited page – at end of paper.  If you use only ONE source, e.g., Plutarch, Fall of Roman Republic, that is fine, BUT YOU MUST NOTE also, on a Works Cited page, which of the “Lives” you’re using as sources, + translator, publisher, date, city.

3. Topic/Content:  Content should be based upon primary (ancient) source(s).  A main purpose of the paper assignments is to demonstrate some ability to use ancient sources as an aid in understanding history. Consider the ancient writer’s own context (time),  viewpoint  (possible purpose or agenda/bias in the writing), and accuracy –compared with what we know.   If you must use modern (secondary) sources, avoid textbooks and don’t use encyclopedias or ‘online summaries’.  These are not suitable for university level work, generally. 

(I’m mainly interested in YOUR analysis and treatment (use) of the ancient sources as useful/not useful to learning something about ancient history.

Paper #1 must be based upon an ancient writing treating some period of Roman history before 30 B.C.E.   Paper #2 must be on some ancient writing(s) covering a time after 30 B.C.E. to Rome’s ‘fall’ in West (476 C.E.) or East (to ca. 550A.D.) The required Plutarch is good for Paper #1 (e.g., compare some aspect of his “lives” of any 2 men). Other possible authors: Cicero, Caesar, Livy, Sallust, Catullus, etc.  Check w/Dr. Turner, if unsure.

Lewis & Reinhold book is a good source for  Paper #2 topic  or, check w/Dr. Turner.

4. Writing your paper(s):   This is a paper, not a book report!  Three to four pages is  brief; so, be succinct, clear, very ‘limited’ in point(s) you choose to discuss.  Choose a topic which interests you & conceive of your paper as ‘answering a question’—such as “ What was Plutarch’s view? “ Why did Plutarch emphasize certain aspects, such as ‘character’ or ‘morality’ or ‘background’?  What does Plutarch tell us about the topic you’re writing on?  [if comparing  Marius’ &  Sulla’s backgrounds, or Pompey & Caesar’s generalships, Cicero’s actions, politics, etc.] 

