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Prof. Materials

+ roll sheet

+ lesson plan

+ flash drive

Student Materials
+ notebook for notes

OBJECTIVES

1. The students will learn the basic principles of good design.

2. The students will learn the basics of typography and letterform and learn about different font families.
THE LESSON
OPENING

+ Take roll (both lab sections)

+ State goals: We will learn about principles of design and basics of typography and letterform.

+ Introduce concept of CRAP (contrast, repetition, alignment, proximity) and have students guess what CRAP stands for.

+ Explain that good design is based on CRAP.

LESSON

Principles of Design (CRAP)

+ Contrast – if two items on the page aren’t the same, make them very different deliberately

+ Repetition – repeat design elements throughout the entire publication/layout, such as fonts, colors, lines, shapes. (gives a sense of unity)

+ Alignment – everything on the page should be visually connected to something else on the page; nothing should be placed arbitrarily.

+ Proximity – related items should be grouped together; unrelated items should not be close to each other

+ Gestalt – the whole is more than just the sum of the parts.

ANY QUESTIONS?
Typography

Serif vs. sans-serif – draw each one on the board

Serif   a
Sans   a

Parts of the letterform (draw diagram on board)
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+ Cap height

+ x-height

+ baseline

+ counter

+ ascender

+ descender

Commonly used serif font families

+ Times

+ Century

+ Garamond

+ Georgia (screen)

+ Bodoni

+ Didot

+ Minion

+ Hoefler

+ Mrs Eaves

+ Palatino

Commonly used sans serif font families

+ Arial

+ Helvetica

+ Century Gothic

+ Frutiger

+ Gill Sans

+ Futura

+ Myriad

+ Geneva (screen)

+ Verdana (screen)

+ Trebuchet

Other types of letterforms
+ Monospace – everything letter has the same width (typewriter)

+ Script – decorative, cursive, handwriting

+ Slab serif – very modern looking, has serifs but isn’t as classic or old-fashioned looking as a regular serif

TECHNIQUES IN SETTING TYPE
+ Tracking – adding or subtracting the same amount of space between each letter of a word

+ Kerning – manually adjusting the space between two letters

+ Leading ​​– the vertical space between two lines of text in a paragraph.


NORMAL LEADING – 120% of the size of the typeface

i.e. 10 point type, 12 point leading (it is written as 10/12 and said as “10 over 12)

ANY QUESTIONS?

CLOSURE

+ We will explore letterforms with the software tomorrow in lab.

+ Mention first assignment (don’t assign, just mention) and how it will be a typography assignment.

+ Recap CRAP by asking different students what each letter stands for.

ASSIGNMENTS

+Bring in an example of good print design for next week. It can be anything — editorial design (newspaper, magazine, etc), ad design, book cover, poster, business card, brochure. ANYTHING will work. Be prepared to discuss how your example demonstrates (or doesn’t demonstrate) the principles of design (mainly CRAP).
