Noun Case Uses

Nominative:  (The man)
Subject:  


The boy sails the boat.

Predicate Nominative:  
The boat is a yacht.

Genitive: (of the man)
Possessive:
for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy (1 Peter 2:10)

Subjective:
neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:39).

Objective:
Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning." (Exodus 20:20)

Partitive (Genitive of the Whole):


Many of my friends are from Florida.


(or)


We don’t have much money (lit. much of money)

Genitive with Cardinal Numbers:


We will sail with 10,000 men (10,000 of men).  Note: this is an extenuation of the partitive genitive.
Dative: (to/for the man)

Indirect Object:
I sent a book to my friend. (or) I sent my friend a book.

Dative of Reference, a.k.a, Dative of Advantage/Disadvantage:


I will give you twenty dollars. (advantage)


I will give you a bad grade. (disadvantage)

Dative with compound verbs:


After compound verbs (ocurro, amitto, etc), the direct object will be in the dative case, rather than the accusative.

Dative with special verbs:
In Latin, certain verbs do not take accusative direct objects, as they would in English (placeo, servio, pareo, etc).  These verbs are covered in Wheelock’s Latin, chapter 35.

Dative of Possession:
He has two sons (In Latin, we would say: “filii duo ei sunt” or there are two sons to him).  This use typically occurs with a form of sum, esse.
Dative of Purpose:

I will send this card as a present (in Latin: I will send this card for a present)

Dative of agent:
Replaces the ablative of agent in passive paraphrastic constructions (This task must be done by me)
Accusative: (the man)

Direct Object:
The boy sails the boat. I sent a book to my friend.

Accusative of Duration of Time:


The war lasted for many years.
Subject Accusative:
In indirect statement, the Accusative acts as the subject of the infinitive (He says that the men are brave: dicit viros fortes esse).

Place to Which:
My friend is going to Miami.

Accusative of Respect:
He was wounded in his stomach (in respect to his stomach).  This construction is typically used with body parts.
Prepositions that take the Accusative:

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Ablative: (by/with/from the man: the adverbial case)

Accompaniment:
Tonight, I’m going to hang out with my friends.
Manner:
We will tear down the fort with great courage.
Means:
We will tear down the fort with canons and swords.
With Cardinal Numbers:
Five of my friends went to the movies, but I was sick. (Compare this use to genitive with cardinal numbers and partitive genitive.)
Time When or Time Within Which:

At this time, we are not able to travel to Mars.

Personal Agent:
The homerun was hit by the second baseman.
Comparison:
With comparative adjectives: This man is stronger than an ox.
Place from Which:
We left from that city as soon as possible.
Ablative Absolute:
With the sails having been unfurled, the ship set sail. (or) When the sails were unfurled, the ship set sail.
Place Where:
We played tag in the park.
Separation:
Typically appears with constructions He will liberate us from the tyrant.
With special deponents:
There are 5 deponent verbs (potior, utor, fruor, fungor, and vescor) that take ablative objects.  These can be remembered as the “PUFF-V” verbs.
Description:
He was a man of beautiful appearance.  He was a man of great size. (Compare this to the genitive of description.)
Cause:
They seized the city out of desire for its supplies. (not common)

Degree of Difference:
This is typically used with quantitative words (much, few, etc).  I will keep watch much more carefully from now on.
Respect/Specification:
Explains in what circumstance or respect a verb holds true:  This book excels in clarity, but is not strong in content.
Prepositions that take the ablative:

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

� Note the difference between the subjective and objective Genitive.  Both act as possessives, but in the phrase “love of God,” love is the action performed by the genitive of God, and hence a subjective genitive.  In the phrase “fear of God,” of God is the object of the fear, and is therefore an objective genitive.


� Combining the dative of purpose with the dative of reference results in the so-called “Double Dative”





