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The Best and Worst Characteristics of a President
Lesson Topic:

This lesson allows students to explore what they believe to be the best and worst characteristics of a president.  This lesson will allow students to see that not everybody has the same beliefs about the qualities that are desirable in a President.  

Rationale: 

This lesson is important for students because it allows them to see that not everyone has the same ideas about what qualities are desirable in a leader.  This lesson also allows students to decipher what they believe to be good qualities and bad qualities in a President specifically.
Guiding Questions:

· What qualities make a good President?
· What qualities make up a bad President?

· Can a President have both good and bad qualities?

· Can a President be an effective President even if he has bad qualities?
· How does a person decide upon what qualities are good qualities and what qualities are bad?

Lesson Objectives:
· After completing the activity, students will be aware of what they believe are good and bad qualities in a President.
· While participating in the activity, students will discuss and come to an agreement on what they believe are good and bad qualities in a President.

· After the activity, students will comprehend that not all of the students in their class have the same beliefs as they do about qualities that are wanted in a President.

Content:

The main ides of this lesson are as follows: 

1. Not all people have the same ideas about the qualities that are best and worst in a President.
2. Sometimes a President is elected who does not possess the qualities you believe a good President should have.
3. For students to figure out what traits they believe is the best and worst qualities in a President.
In this lesson students will work in groups to create a list of good qualities and a list of bad qualities that they feel is possible to have in a leader.  They will then present these qualities to the class.  It is important for high school students to begin to explore their political ideologies.  This activity will help them to being this process and at least set the first stones in their understanding of what they are looking for in a future potential President.
Methods and Activities:

The three main methods that will be utilized in this lesson are cooperative learning, group discussion, and students as teachers.  Cooperative learning during this particular lesson will allow students to use each others ideas and decide what characteristics make up a good President and those qualities that make up a bad President.  A whole class working cooperatively together will expose the students to more opinions and possibly different opinions than if they were working in a smaller group. Group discussion allows all students to participate even if the class is very large.  After the class presentations are completed, the teacher will facilitate some class discussion through interactive questioning.  These questions are designed to be open ended questions that will allow students to express what characteristics they feel are important to them in a leader and why.  Group discussion will also present students with a diverse set of opinions that will create an opportunity for students to begin formulating their opinion of what characteristics they desire in a President and what characteristics are unacceptable in a President.


This lesson would take up one eighty minute class period.  
Opening activity: This activity will take approximately 15 minutes
1. Students will briefly discuss the desirable and undesirable characteristics of leaders as a whole.  
Main Activity: This activity will take about 50 minutes
1. Students will be break up into groups of 4 (groups will be decided ahead of time by the teacher)

2. Students will then discuss what they feel are good characteristics in a  President (ex: education, married or not married, experience)

a. When they all come to an agreement about 6 characteristics, they will write them down on an overhead transparency

3. Students will then discuss what they feel are bad characteristics in a  President (ex: lack of education, religious affiliation, lack of experience)

a. When they all come to an agreement about 6 characteristics, they will write them down on an overhead transparency

4. Students will then present their lists to the class.

Closing Activity: This activity will take approximately 15 minutes
1. Students and the teacher will discuss the good and bad characteristics of the President and decide as a class what is important to them.  These lists of good and bad characteristics will be discussed and used in an later activity (do not erase overheads, save them for later)

Materials and Resources
1. Transparencies 
2. Transparency marker

3. Overhead Projector

Evaluation: 
· Students will be evaluated based on their performance during the class discussion

· Students will also be given a possible quiz question, test question or free write about what characteristics they feel is important and why.
