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On the way to Shands Hospital, a mother called Marie Mitchell 
and said her daughter would not be able to attend her American 
History class for a while because she was going through an 

emergency double-lung transplant. She had only been enrolled in the 
class for a couple weeks, but all Mitchell had to say was, “Don’t worry.” 

Mitchell was able to say that because, as a mother herself, she can 
understand the concern of the parent. And as a teacher at the Florida 
Virtual School (FLVS), she knew the student could take the break and 
pick up where she left off.

“There’s nothing that can’t be fixed or done for the students,” said 
Mitchell, a 43-year-old mother of three who lives in Haile Plantation. 

Mitchell has been working at Florida Virtual School for the past five 
years and loves her job. 

Before making the move to the World Wide Web, Mitchell got her 
bachelor’s in Social Science Education from the University of Central 
Florida, and then continued to get her master’s in Educational 
Leadership there. 

She got her first teaching job at Jones High School, an inner city 
Orlando school, for 10 years. She admits it was a challenging first 
teaching job but she truly ended up falling in love with the students and 
atmosphere there.

When her family moved to Tampa, she took a few years off from 
teaching to become a stay-at-home mother. She missed teaching so 
much she started substitute teaching and teaching Sunday school before 
hearing about the virtual school.

“It is the wave of where education is going,” said Mitchell. “It gives 
students options. Every student learns differently.”  

The Florida Virtual School is a Florida public school that offers 
courses for grades K-12. Just like any public school, it is free for Florida 
students, but students from anywhere in the country or the world can 
enroll with a tuition.

Mitchell’s daughter, Lauren, 13, is currently taking her second 
course with the school. She will be entering eighth grade this year at 
Kanapaha Middle and is taking Spanish I through Florida Virtual School 
before entering high school. Mitchell also has two sons, Zachary, 10, and 
Matthew, 7, who both attend the magnet program at Archer Elementary. 
Zachary is also an FLVS student, and is taking art this summer. Because 
she works from home, she can spend quality time with her kids and the 
dog, Domino.  

Mitchell has been married to her husband, John, for 15 years. He 
is the owner of John Isaac’s Clothing in Gainesville. He works from 
home and “brings the store” to his customers to provide a high level 
of personalized care. John has always been one for personalization, 
including when he proposed to Marie. One of her favorite places is 
Disney World, where he had Mickey Mouse help him with the proposal. 

Now Mitchell enjoys spending time with the whole family at Disney, 
or anywhere with roller coasters for that matter. In 1996, Mitchell was 
awarded the Disney Teacheriffic Award, which rewards Central Florida 
teachers for creative curriculum. 

The biggest challenge of being a teacher for the virtual school is the 
frenzied pace that everything runs, according to Mitchell. Unlike the 
brick and mortar school schedule, the end of day bell never rings. The 
work is always there). When communication and grading is done online, 
it is always at Mitchell’s fingertips. Plus, FLVS is a year round school. 

“Finding that balance between home and work was really hard in 
the beginning,” she said. 

Mitchell has learned the value 
of bonding with colleagues 
with a group of Gainesville 
virtual school teachers 
who meet up at once 
a week for lunch and 
other events. She has 
10 to 20 colleagues 
that meet up 
regularly to share 
ideas and even do 
book talks. They 
laugh and support 
each other. 

“All in all I am a 
pretty run-of-the-mill 
mom,” said Mitchell, but 
she certainly seems to 
have a knack for what 
she does.  

From Blackboard to Keyboard
Marie Mitchell
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