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Brittany Rajchel

Education
Master in the Art of Mass Communication – Journalism, 
specializing in health news
University of Florida, Gainesville, August 2006 – August 2008

Bachelor of Science in Journalism – Reporting, Magna Cum 
Laude
Bachelor of Arts in History
University of Florida, Gainesville, August 2003 – May 2006

Experience
Reporter for Florida Health News

May 2007 -  present  – Report  and edit  news stories on public 
health, medical research and health policy for the online publication 
www.FloridaHealthNews.org. 

Freelance  writer  for  University  of  Florida  Foundation 
magazines

  January 2007 - present – Work on health features for UF alumni 
magazines.

Campus health columnist for the Gainesville Sun
August 2006 – August 2007 – Reported on medical, fitness and health 
issues facing the student body and Gainesville residents.

Lab Instructor for Writing for Mass Communication for 
the College of  Journalism and Communications at  the 
University of Florida
  August 2006 - present – Teach 40 students per semester how to 
develop,  research,  interview  for  and  write  news  stories,  features, 
sidebars,  blogs,  news  releases  and  advertising  copy.   Involves 
extensive  coaching  and  editing,  including  stories  about  health  and 
science issues.
Writer for AlzOnline
  August 2006 – May 2007 – Wrote features and press releases for 
Florida’s elderly publications about the state-funded project that coaches 
caregivers of Alzheimer’s and dementia through the Internet and the 
phone line.

Senior editor and writer for Orange and Blue Magazine – 
Florida’s Food edition

 January – May 2006 - Wrote features and coached/edited other writers 
covering food topics throughout the state, ranging from hog-hunting in 
North  Florida  to  a  lonely  honey  stand  in  Palatka.   The  magazine 
circulates throughout the state.

Stringer for the New York Times Company

http://www.FloridaHealthNews.org/


Computer Skills

  May  2005  –  May  2007  -  Worked  as  a  stringer  for  Gainesville 
Magazine, the Gainesville Sun city desk and features desk, and several 
other NYTs Company papers.  
Fitness Instructor for University of Florida 
 January 2004 – present  – Teach cycling, kickboxing, step, aerobics, 
boot camp, sculpting, strength training, circuit training, water exercise, 
outdoor training and various other hybrid formats.  Develop routines and 
programs for small groups, athletes and individuals.  Includes training, 
teaching and critiquing other instructors, as well as developing and 
teaching continuing education materials to them.  AFAA certified since 
January 2005.

Proficient in: Adobe Photoshop, Acrobat,  InDesign, Dreamweaver, 
and Flash; Apple’s Final Cut Pro;  Audacity;  Soundslides; Microsoft 
Office; many newsroom content management systems

Volunteer 
experience

Staff Counselor at Camp Boggy Creek, Eustis, Fla.
  May 2006 – present– Worked with and developed fitness routines for 
children,  ages 6  to  18,  who had terminal  or  chronic  illnesses,  including 
cancer,  tumors,  rheumatoid  arthritis,  hemophilia,  asthma,  HIV/AIDS, 
immunological deficiencies, sickle cell anemia, heart disease, epilepsy, spina 
bifida,  transplants,  craniofacial  disorders,  Krohn’s  disease  and  more. 
Continue to assist with family retreat weekends.

Women’s Interlocking Network
 January  2005  –  May  2006  –  Co-founded  a  women’s  community 
organization  that  worked  with  pregnant  adolescents,  impoverished 
women and children, and Girl  Scouts struggling with self-image and 
growing up.   

References available upon request.
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 Page 4.  “Hands To Love” was a feature for UF Today, an alumni magazine for the University of Florida.  I was 
responsible for all on-and off-location reporting, planning, writing and editing of the feature.  

Page 8. “Dirty Little Secret” was a feature for Orange & Blue magazine’s food edition.  I was responsible for all 
on-and off-location reporting, planning, writing and editing of the lead feature in the “Places” section.   

Page 10.  “How to get sweaty, not sick at campus gyms” was an article for my column, Gator Rx, written 
for the Gainesville (Fla.) Sun.  I was responsible for all reporting, writing and editing of the column.

Page 11.  “Drugs sold over the counter present dangers” was an article for my column, Gator Rx, written 
for the Gainesville (Fla.) Sun.  I was responsible for all reporting, writing and editing of the column.

Online stories (not included in the PDF):

“Men’s Health Sports Injury Center” was package for Men’s Health Online.  I assisted with reporting, writing 
and editing on the project.  http://www.menshealth.com/sportsinjuries/groin_pull.html

“Budget cuts may reduce elective C-sections for Medicaid moms” was a story for FloridaHealthNews.org. 
I was responsible for all writing, reporting and editing on the story. 

http://www.floridahealthnews.com/index.cfm/go/public.articleView/article/3277/top/true

 

http://www.floridahealthnews.com/index.cfm/go/public.articleView/article/3277/top/true
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