LS 20: The Labors of Hercules

Who has not heard the name of Hercules?  Now I will say a few things about his great deeds.

Fortune had lead Hercules, a Greek man whose strength was extraordinary, into servitude.  Eurystheus had given to the wretched man 12 serious labors.  But Hercules had not be conquered by fear; he was able to be frightened neither by new animals, nor by men of that type which never lack wickedness.  Hercules overcame the great lion with only his hands; he captured the swift deer whose horns were golden and he dragged it from the place in which he had found it to Mycenae.  Then he was sent by Eurystheus against Cerberus, a fierce dog; he was able to move even him [the dog] from the very gate of Pluto.  

After these things and other deeds Hercules was freed from labors.  Moreover, what reward was given to him?  None.  What were the fruits of his labors?  Glory and perpetual memory in the verses of the poets.

